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Students want to be 
heard about shuttle 
bus cuts 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Features Editor 


Student efforts recently escalated 
regarding the long-time shuttle bus 
issue on campus. Their recent efforts 
have resulted in organized protests to 
make their voice heard against cuts in 
the shuttle service. 

“One of the great things about 
NECC is that it caters to people who 
might not have the resources that 
other people have... but what's the 
point of providing these resources if 
they aren't useful to the people that 
need them?” student Steve Brown 
said, who led the recent meeting put 
on by Students for a Democratic 
Society where students and faculty 
gathered to discuss the issue and the 
ways it has affected students at the 
college. 

“You're talking 30 people trying 
to get 11 seats,’ Student Senate 
President Jason Rivera said, “and yet 
at other times the shuttle is not filled 
anywhere near to capacity. This is 
something that needs to be 
addressed.” 

Student objections pertain to 
scheduling, problems with pass dis- 
tribution and capacity shortage as 


» | Megamind 
Megamind receives review 
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Back up the bus! 


well as safety concerns resulting 
from the lack of capacity on the shut- 
tles. 

In response to the influx of stu- 
dents riding to the Haverhill campus 
in the morning, a distribution of pass- 
es was implemented. As students 
arrive, passes are distributed by secu- 
rity on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Nevertheless, students say the 
system has not been effective. 
Students arrive early before the pass 
distribution to reserve a seat, and yet 
others will push and shove past to get 
a pass before those who had been 
waiting, according to student reports. 

“The first 3-4 weeks we do not 
have capacity for all the students that 
need to get from Lawrence to 
Haverhill.” Vice President Sue Wolfe 
said. “There is a capacity issue.” 

“We are more than willing to 
fund [an additional shuttle] if the 
Cabinet is. willing to pay for it,” 
Wolfe said. Wolfe is a member of the 
President's cabinet that has addressed 
budget concerns due to decreases in 
federal funding last year. 

Due to budget cuts administered 
to the college by Gov. Deval Patrick 
last year, the school suffered a $1.2 
million loss. Nevertheless, the total 
budget still increased $4 million from 
$34.3 million in the 2010 fiscal year 
to $38.3 million in the 2011 fiscal 
year. 

Bill Zannini, chairman of the 
NECC Finance Committee, said that 
in examining the shuttle issue it is 
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necessary to examine the usage. 
“From a business standpoint I'd have 
done the same thing,” he said, in 
regards to the lack of utilization of 
the previous shuttle runs. He also 
said, “if you're a student-centered 
college you've got to offer services to 
students.” 

“The question is, where do you 
spend your money?” he said. 

Shortly after the budget cut, the 
college announced in a mass-email 
Dec. 4 of 2009 that the shuttle sched- 
ule would be reduced for the follow- 
ing semester. 

The previous schedule ran until 
9:50 p.m. from Lawrence to 
Haverhill and 10:30 p.m. from 
Haverhill to Lawrence. The initial 
changes scheduled the last shuttle to 
leave Haverhill at 2 p.m. This has 
since been changed to 3 p.m. 

In an online survey taken by stu- 


dents in the 2010 spring semester, at 
least 45.6 percent of students who 


took the survey said they were affect- 
ed by these schedule changes. 

One student said “I have epilepsy 
... 80 I would rely on the shuttle bus 
on Monday to take me from 
Haverhill to Lawrence for a 6:30 
class.” Another voice said their hus- 
band also had used the shuttle 
because of an inability to drive due to 
medical reasons. “It is a useful ele- 
ment to those who do not have a car 
of their own or cannot drive for hand- 
icap reasons,” they said. 


(Continued on News page 6) 


Baking up AID’s awareness 


Clubs collaborate to 
raise money for 
AID’ awareness 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor 


Students flocked to the lobby of 
the C building at the Haverhill cam- 
pus to celebrate world AID’s day and 
support the bake sale that was held by 
the Community Outreach Group. The 
bake sale that ran from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. raised about $160. 

“We are trying to raise awareness 
on HIV here at NECC with a hope 
that the students will spread it outside 
here and maybe save another life out 
there,” said Joe Donlon, vice presi- 
dent of the student senate. 

“We can start here and spread the 
awareness all over the world and help 
people know about the catastrophe,” 
Donlon said. 

Most clubs participated in this 
bake sale, which was headed by the 


Community Outreach Group, the stu- 
dent senate participated by attending 
the bake sale table while the Gay 
Straight Alliance donated bracelets to 
be sold in support of the AID’s foun- 
dation. 

“We should work together as 
clubs when it comes to things that 
would benefit students and our entire 
community,” said Donlon. 

Donlon said that the idea to par- 
ticipate in AID’s day was passed at a 
senate meeting. 

Students who attended the bake 
sale called it a success and they all 
enjoyed participating for the good 
cause. 

“There is a big variety of good- 
ies and they are all cheap,” said Yan 
Zhang, a NECC student who was a 
participant at the sale. 

Some of the students who partic- 
ipated took the chance to share the 
baked items together with their 
favorite inspirational messages that 
they have gathered over the past 
years. 

“My cupcakes were a creative 


way to put some of my favorite 
quotes from philosophers and writers 
with intention to brighten_someone's 
day,” said Katie Yameen a member of 
the Community Outreach Group. 

To spice up the day and give 
more awareness, a group from Health 
Quarters sent a representative who 
offered information on HIV preven- 
tion and also how to avoid STDs. 

“T was asked by Kelly to come 
and share some information on HIV 
and STDs,” said Flor Maldonado the 
representative from Health Quarters. 

The table which was set opposite 
the bake sale table attracted many 
students who took time to listen to 
what she had to offer. “The kind lady 
behind the table, intellectually 
addressed ways to prevent HIV as 
well as provided information about it 
and other STD facts,” said Yameen. 

Together with the verbal infor- 
mation, students also received 
brochures with more details and 
numbers to call in case they would 
need any more information. 

Students also received free con- 
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Student organizations combine efforts to raise money 
for National AID’s awareness day. 


doms and coupons for HIV testing in 
clinics in Haverhill and Lawrence. 

In addition to the bake sale, the 
Community Outreach Group has 
arranged a talent show in support of 
the AID’s research. 


The talent show that will be hap- 
pening today in lecture hall A in the 
Spurk building from 11:30-2 p.m. 
Donations will be welcome at the 
door. 
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Don’t let the holidays 
fly away without you 


EDITORIAL 
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Thanksgiving, Black Friday and 
Cyber Monday have passed us by in 
a whirlwind and we are now thrust 
into the Holiday season. But as stu- 
dents we have yet to be too wrapped 
up in the holday hustle and bustle. 
First comes final papers, projects, 
and presentations in addition to any 
straggling late assignments we have 
time to tum in. Then comes finals, 
the final stretch before the semester 
ends where we have one last inten- 
sive effort to keep our grades up and 
make the mark we have been aiming 
for all semester. 

Though the Holiday season be 
upon us, in the midst of the hustle 
and bustle receive this friendly 
reminder to work hard and finish 
strong before diving into the holiday 
and relaxation all too soon. 


Remember the sweat, blood, 


tears, and guilty amount of cash 
spent on Starbucks and Dunkin 
Donuts coffee to carry you through 
the semester. With less than two 
weeks left to go, put on one last pot 
of coffee and do what it takes to fin- 
ish up strong this semester. 

Then, when it’s all said take a 
deep breath, break off all the momen- 
tum from the end of the semester, 
slow down and enjoy the holiday 
season. 

Appreciate the important things. 
Remember the true meaning behind 
the Christmas and Haunakah holi- 
days. Take time to catch up with the 
friends missed over the past weeks. 
Slow down, relax and most of all 
appreciate family and loved ones 
who mean the most to us. Work hard 
but remember to appreciate the little 
things and remember the true reason 
for the Holiday season. 
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Tess Brady 
Liberal Arts: Communications 
“It is absolutely necessary.” 


Katie Yameen 

Liberal Arts: Philosophy 

“The shuttle is absolutely neces- 
sary to have.” 


Ausubel Pichardo 

Biology 

“There's not enough space for all 
of the students.” 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
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Rafael Soto : 


. = : Mariela Sanchez Elisabeth Beverage 
Stns ettemot to publish all jolt Liberal Arts: Computer Scien Liberal Arts: Journalism Elementary Education 
= Whi — right es wllice toler Sinaie eta ae ae hot Rosa for every- "It’s better than nothing, but § “The Lawerence schedule is pret- 
ao < y, it is awed. there should be more than one ty good, but the Haverhill (one) 
van.” is pretty messed up.” 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 


College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


NECC Observer Dec. 8,2010 Page3 


Texting in class is 
distracting to other 
students 


By Lisa LEMOI 
Correspondent 


Ok, now that we’re all familiar 
with the new state law on texting and 
driving that went into effect on 
September 30, 2010 I’d like to 
address another texting issue that’s 
happening right here on the Northern 
Essex Community College campus. 

Yep. You guessed it, texting dur- 
ing class. We’ve all done it and prob- 
ably 90 percent of you who are read- 
ing this right now have texted in class 
at least once. 

As I sit in my classes I periodi- 
cally look around the room. I observe 
50 percent of the people nonchalant- 
ly take out their phones and either 
check texts or respond to texts during 
class. 

Call me crazy, but this action 
inflames me. 

For one, you’re not as slick as 
you think you are. People DO notice 
that you’re texting. 

Second, vibrate still makes a 
noise and can or will make others 
check to see if it was their phone or 
look at you, which ends up being a 30 
second distraction away from class. 

Forgive me if I start to sound like. 


your mother, but, shame on you! 

It’sjust downright rude. 

I have even scolded my own 
daughter who is a sophomore in col- 
lege and was texting me during one 
of her math classes that she had to 
take over. What she wanted was 
something that could have waited 
until the class was over. When I 
asked her to stop texting me and pay 
attention, her response was, 

“Tt’s not like I don’t know what’s 
going on.” My response was, “Well 
then I will be expecting an “A” from 
you in this class.” 

The texting stopped. 

One professor I interviewed has 
strict rules about texting in class. 

I asked Professor Crivaro what 
her policy was on texting. She 
responded, “I expect the full attention 
of my students during the time they 
are in my class, both for their benefit 
and that of other students. Those 
kinds of distractions are detrimental 
to the class as a whole and, therefore, 
I have a zero tolerance policy which I 
clearly spell out on the first day of 
class.” 

“The first offense is a warning 
and the second is the student will be 
dropped from the class.” 

Professor Crivaro takes her les- 
son time extremely serious since 
omitting texting will only benefit 
others in her class. 

KUDOS Professor Crivaro! 

Other professors aren’t as strict. 


For example in_ Professor 


Stewarts’ syllabus she states to only 
silence cell phones or pagers as a 
classroom courtesy. 

I wanted some feedback on what 
students thought of texting in class. 
The responses I got were interesting. 
I was surprised to see the amount of 
students that actually were against 
texting in class. 

Amy Thompson stated, “I’m 
against it, I believe you should show 
your professor/teacher the same 
respect he/she is showing their class, 
be attentive, listen and focus on the 
material not your cell phone.” 

While another classmate brought 
up a point that I overlooked. 

She stated, “As a mother of an 
infant I need to be able to text infor- 
mation at times to my child’s care- 
giver. I would rather not have to 
leave class to make a call when I can 
simply send a quick text.” 

There is also the opportunity for 
cheating. One student stated she saw 
another student text during an exam 
and later admitted it to her. 

With the younger generation 
being considered a generation that 
has such a short attention span, I’m 
thinking that maybe there is some- 
thing to look at with this issue. 

Is this an attention span issue or 
are students just addicted to texting? 

Maybe 50 minute classes are too 
long for them to pay attention. 

I’m thinking that maybe we 


could incorporate breaks during class 
so students can get their texting in. 


Embrace the holidays 


During the holidays 
spend time with your 
family 


By CHRISTINA PINCIARO 
Correspondent 


Where have the traditions gone? 

Christmas is a hectic time of year. 

Everyone is struggling to buy the 
right presents for the right price. 

Unfortunately, a lot of people for- 
get to actually celebrate the holiday 
for what it is. 

It’s a time to embrace one’s reli- 
gion and spend time with family. 
Traditions are an important part of 
everyone’s unique experience. 
People all over the world celebrate 
differently. However, a lot of tradi- 
tions have been put aside in recent 
years. 

Even before Halloween had 
arrived I was seeing Christmas deco- 
rations appearing on_ shelves. 
Christmas is becoming very commer- 
cial. 

Everyone is so focused on the 
gift aspect of the holiday and getting 
the perfect tree that little else matters. 
I asked several students about tradi- 
tions that they have for the holiday 
season. 

Only two people out of 15 had 
something to report. Alexandra 
McConnon told me how her family 
watches “A Christmas Story” on 
Christmas Eve. They are also given 
new pajamas to wear the following 


day. 

Then on Christmas Day they all 
go to an aunt’s house where everyone 
goes sledding, no matter how old 
they are. 

“On Christmas Eve we have to 
sing a Christmas carol and then we 
get our presents from each other,” 
said Valerie Kozdra. “It’s embarrass- 
ing but I love it.” 

I feel very similar to Valerie on 
the subject. 

No matter how ridiculous or 
embarrassing traditions seem they 
are enjoyable. 

Alexandra even goes sledding at 
the age of 21. 

Christmas isn’t only for children. 
It is a great time for all to embrace 
their inner child and have fun, no 
matter how silly it may seem. 

As a child I had a lot of great tra- 
ditions for Christmas. 

I am part Swedish so every 
Christmas Eve to celebrate that part 
of my heritage each family member 
would open one present. a 

Also, the Swedish Christmas hol- 
iday begins on December 13. 

That day happens to be my birth- 
day so every year on my birthday we 
would go pick out our Christmas tree 
and decorate it together. 

I am also Italian and to show 
appreciation to that side of our her- 
itage we made paper trees to hang on 
our Christmas tree. 

It isn’t much but I feel like any 
small thing to embrace where I came 
from is important. Traditions don’t 
necessarily have to be attached to 
heritage but I love knowing that what 


I am doing people across the world 
are doing too. 

Unfortunately several years ago 
we bought a fake tree because having 
areal one was a hassle. And the paper 
ornaments on the tree are all old and 
from my childhood. 

The only thing we still embrace 
is the opening of one present on 
Christmas Eve. I miss having some 
traditions. 

I miss following through the 
steps of having a unique holiday 
experience. 

“Other than celebrating it? No, | 
don’t think so,” said student Jason 
Dumas. 

Honestly, the lack of traditions 
being carried among my peers and 
family members makes me sad. 

After talking to everyone on this 
topic I am excited this year to per- 
haps start a new tradition that I can 
pass on when I have children. 

Christmas is such a widely cele- 
brated holiday. 

Everyone has different beliefs 
and cultures. America is a country 
full of people from countries near and 
far. 

The people of this country should 
combine all the traditions of theworld 
or even create their own. 

We should be reminded that 
Christmas is not about gifts but love 
and enjoying each others’ company. 
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Mobile devices of all kinds cause distractions that 
hinder students from learning. 


As one student stated, “We are in 
college, not high school. We are pay- 
ing for education, so we have the 
right to decide whether we will focus 
in class or not.” 

And a part of me has to agree 
with her statement, however so are 


the other 25 students around her and 
they deserve the same chance for a 


self-earned paid education. 

So please stop and think the next 
time you send a text. 

It could be the one that will cause 
someone else to miss out. 


Take driving 


lessons 


Students be wary of 
bad drivers in 


campus lots 


By MATTHEW PSEHOYAS 
Correspondent 


Anybody who drives to Northern 
Essex may want to be more careful 
behind the wheel. As many people 
have probably figured out since the 
beginning of the school year, there 
are a lot of people at NECC who 
aren’t the best at driving. 

This is especially true for stu- 
dents who park their car in the Spurk 
parking lot. 

“T remember walking to my car 
when I saw a head-on-collision,” says 
student Mike DiMambro. “How does 
that happen in a parking lot?” 

The Spurk building has the 
busiest parking lot in the entire cam- 
pus, with cars parked in almost every 
spot by noon. 

There are even crossing guards in 
the parking lot to allow cars to get out 
if it is really busy. Still, drivers tend 


‘ 


to speed, drive in the middle of the 
road, and almost run into other cars 
while in the parking lot. 

“T remember seeing one kid want- 
ing to cross a road in the Spurk build- 
ing parking lot,” says student Dave 
Bakas. “Even when the crossing 
guard stopped the cars to let the kid 
pass, one car ignored the crossing 
guard, drove around him and was 
inches away from hitting the kid.” 

Not only should drivers learn 
how to drive, but they should be more 
aware of what is around them. Many 
people who cross the street at NECC 
do not use the crosswalk. Worst of all, 
these people don’t even look before 
they cross the street. 

Pedestrians may have the right of 
way, but a driver could easily hit one 
of them if they decide to walk right in 
front of a car. 

Students should be careful, drive 
appropriately in parking lots, and get 
off their cell phones while they drive. 
Driving carefully is especially impor- 
tant this time of year since winter is 
not too far away. 


Read the Observer online: 


Www.necc.mass.edu/observer 


Page 4 NECC Observer 


Dec. 8, 2010 


Let’s put an end to cyber bullying 


Cyber bullying is 
becoming more 


frequent 


By Mary-KaTE HALEY 
Correspondent 


It’s happening all over the United 
States. It affects teens and young 
adults every day. It’s not fair to any- 
one. What is “it”? Cyber bullying. 

In an age where technology rules 
and face to face conversations are 
replaced by text messages, more peo- 
ple are turning to technology to talk 
and gossip. But sometimes, talking 
rears its ugly head and turns into 
vicious gossip -- and the conse- 
quences in some cases are deadly. 

Social networking and text mes- 
saging have become one of the 
biggest aspects in most people’s 
lives. 

Facebook, Twitter, MySpace, 
Tumblr,Formspring, and I’m sure the 
list goes on. There are applications 
on phones for each of these web sites, 
and one can opt to get text message 
alerts usually as well. 

And with most phones having 
wireless Internet, it’s become even 
easier to access a full web site with 
the tap of a few keys; Just like a mini- 
computer. 

One person and one rude remark 


is all it takes to start a whirlwind of 
rumors and hurtful comments. 


Take this for example. You log 
onto Facebook in between classes 


and see that your friend has posted 
pictures from a party the previous 
weekend. You click through them, 
laughing at some and blushing at oth- 
ers. 

Suddenly, you come across a pic- 
ture of a certain person you don’t like 
for your own reasons. You wonder 
why they were at the party, why? 

No one told them to leave. You 
get so subconsciously angry that you 
write a rude comment on the afore- 
mentioned picture -- too rude to even 
think about repeating ever again. 

Once all your other friends see 
that picture and that comment, a few 
of them will think it’s true. Maybe 
they have different reasons for agree- 
ing with you, but all the same. Before 
you know it, your rude comment is 
spreading through your school and 
town through text messages and 
Twitter. The person you made a rude 
comment towards is depressed and 
does the unthinkable...they end their 
life. 

In September of this year, four 
boys committed suicide because of 
some type of cyber bullying, includ- 
ing text messages. The reason they 
were getting bullied? They were gay 
and their peers couldn’t accept it. 
Children as young as thirteen are get- 
ting bullied and ending their lives 
over it. Cyber bullying knows no tar- 
get: Not just men or women, not just 
gay or straight, and no certain age. 
The Internet seems to have no rules 
and no parental guidance anymore. 

One can always question why a 
person so young would take their 


Get into the 
holiday spirit 


Be thankful, for all the 
| things you have during 
this season 


By MICHELLE LEE 
Correspondent 


Beating traffic, dealing with 
crowds and lines, procrastinating on 
the tree and the thoughts of who 
wants what and where you will find 
it. 

The holidays just don’t seem to 
have as much cheer to a lot of us 
adults anymore even though there are 
others much worse off. 

What if we could find the magic? 
Maybe not believing in Santa Claus. 
Afterall, many of us play the role of 
that jolly old man. But finding the joy 
could be so many other things. 

Things like bringing friends and 
family together. 

Doing daily activities like cook- 
ing can be done with those around 
you with hopes to perhaps enjoy it 
more than you may already. 
Shopping with people you like being 
around so those crowds may not get 
to you as much. 

Even wrapping gifts and decorat- 
ing the house together makes things 
more cheerful and you build up the 
relationship as well. Knowing that 


you have given to a charity cause 
usually feel good as well. 

Appreciating all the little things 
that are often overlooked can help 
this time of year more enjoyable. 

The act of being thankful is often 
overlooked as well. As the holiday 
right before Hanukkah and 
Christmas, one would think that 
Thanksgiving would rub off on us a 
little more. 

Being thankful other than about 
materialistic things doesn’t always 
seem to occur as much as it should. It 
can be overlooked and neglected. 

Maybe if we remembered to 
think about those who are without a 
home, food and warm clothes when 
we get frustrated that we cannot give 
or receive that big fancy gift will 
make us thankful that we are even 
getting a gift this year. 

If we remember those don’t have 
the option and luxury of a home to go 
to and have to keep thinking about if 
the shelters will have enough room 
on those cold winter nights our 
thankfulness will reappear and 
maybe even get us to give to charities 
and not just those we know. 

The magic of this time of year 
may sometimes seem like receiving, 
but really giving and giving to those 
in need is when miracles for those 


without can happen. 


own life, but it’s becoming easier to 
see when it comes to cyber bullying, 
including text messages. Laurie 
Levenson, a professor in Los 
Angeles, told the New York Times, 
“People should be told how to protect 
themselves. When terrorism threats 
against our nation seemed acute, 
there were constant messages on how 
to protect against those threats. 
Similar public awareness lessons are 
needed now. The Internet should 
come with one big warning sign -- 
Beware, you are exposing yourself to 
people who do not have your best 
interest in mind.” It couldn’t have 
been said better. 

When we log onto these web 
sites, we see our pictures and our 
information, everything from what 
school we attend to what our favorite 
color is, displayed for almost anyone 
in the world to see. When we leave 
someone an anonymous question on 
the popular web site Formspring, 
we're just trying to get information 
that may harm that person. Cyber 
bullying escalates from the Internet 
to text messages to face to face con- 
frontation in little time. 

A recent poll shows that over 18 
percent of kids as young as thirteen 
and as old as twenty cyber bully peo- 
ple they know because “the victim 
deserved it.” 

Does the victim deserve to die? It 
can get that bad, and it clearly 
has,with the rise in suicides in just 
one month alone. You don’t have to 
suffer from pre-existing depression 
to feel horrible about yourself when 


you get bullied. 

When it comes to the law, it’s 
tricky. While everyone that cyber 
bullies is practicing their right to free 
speech, it’s a different story when 
someone kills themselves over it. 

One side of the law must be true 
to the First Amendment, while the 
other side must stay true to the dan- 
gers of suicide and horrible free 
speech. It’s clear that not everyone 
will stop cyber bullying no matter 
what is done, and the law can’t take 
away a person’s right to free speech. 
It’s a tough call for lawmakers every- 
where. 

I have to say I’m guilty of being 
a member of Facebook, Twitter and 
Formspring. I block people that I 
know just want to say mean things to 
me, but I leave my Twitter feed open 
to everyone. A lot of comments left 


MCT Campus Cartoon 
have been rude, but I no longer let it 
bother me. Anyone that uses any 
social sites like these needs to 


remember that you can always block 
rude people, and more importantly, 
you can always talk to someone. 
Family, friends, even a teacher that 
you feel comfortable with. 

Suicide over words is never the 
answer or an option. A bully is hiding 
behind their. computer and/or cell 
phone screen to try and break you, 
instead of just telling you their feel- 
ings in person or just asking you for 
the flat out truth. Be the bigger per- 
son: Don’t give into cyber bullying, 
don’t let it affect you, and find some- 
one you trust to talk to if it gets over- 
whelming. One person’s hurtful 
words aren’t worth your life. 


Where’s the smoke? 


There needs to be a 
more effective 
smoking policy 


By LIAM WILBUR 
Correspondent 


Last year, NECC administration 
decided that they were going to enact 
a Smoking ban across the entire cam- 
pus, and this ban took effect at the 
beginning of this semester. 

The contents of the ban are very 
simple. NECC students may not 
smoke anywhere on campus except 
for inside a private vehicle that is 
parked in one of the school’s parking 
lots. 

If students are found to be smok- 
ing anywhere else, campus security 
must ensure that the student puts out 
the cigarette or relocates to a parking 
lot. 

As a smoker, I was at first 
incensed by this policy, which felt 
very heavy-handed and discrimina- 
tory. 

I don’t drive, either, so I would- 
n’t have a car in which to smoke if I 
needed a cigarette during the day. 

I also wasn’t sure about the 
point of the ban, although it is diffi- 
cult to try and fault the school for 
wanting to curb such a nasty and 
dangerous activity on its campus. 

I soon discovered, however, that 
this ban is one of the most poorly 
enforced school policies I have ever 


seen. 

The school simply doesn’t have 
the number of security guards that it 
would require to fully control the 
entire campus, so I have discovered 
that strolling from building to build- 
ing with a cigarette dangling from 
my lips is a completely consequence 
free activity. 

And if a security officer just so 
happens to catch me in the act by 
some freak chance, it’s no guarantee 
that they’Il actually make me put out 
the cigarette, because I get the dis- 
tinct impression that most of them 
simply don’t care. 

Even on the one occasion that I 
was told to extinguish my smoke, I 
just told security that I was headed 
right for the parking lot where I 
would finish in my car, and was let 
go without another question. 

So fine, we have an overzealous 
and poorly enforced school policy 
that ends up having little to no actu- 
al effect on the lives of the students. 

That’s hardly a new phenome- 
non, things like that have been going 
on in schools for decades. But what 
really bothers me is the pride with 
which the school touts its “smoke 
free campus” 

The first thing you see upon 
entering the school is a HUGE elec- 
tronic billboard that flashes the mes- 
sage “Welcome to NECC” and then 
“SMOKE FREE CAMPUS” with a 
no-smoking sign. 

Of course, because this whole 
situation is steeped in irony, one of 


the most common smoking spots on 
campus is right in front of that sign. 
Go figure. 

So I propose a better solution. 
Set aside two or three locations on 
campus, away from the main thor- 
oughfares of foot traffic, to be 
“smoking spots.” 

We don’t need much, just a 
bench, a trash can and a place to put 
our butts when we’re finished smok- 
ing. 

Smoking would be permissible 
on these locations, and nowhere else 
on campus. This way, everyone 
wins. 
Second-hand smoke isn’t an 
issue; cigarette butts all over the 
ground aren’t an issue, we smokers 
get a place where we can duck over 
and smoke between classes or what- 
ever the case may be, and there is 
less space covered in the smoking 
ban which means that it is easier to 
enforce. 

Smoking is a sensitive issue, and 
nationally it seems the favor is 
swinging pretty heavily away from 
smokers, but it is important to 
remember that most of us have an 
addiction that is unimaginably hard 
to break, and affects us constantly. 

We’re not asking to be treated 
differently, and we’re certainly not 
asking to be treated preferentially, 
we just want a little piece of ground 
to stand on where we can not feel 
persecuted. 


Creative strategies to 
help cope with end of 
Semester stress 


By Lisa LEMo!I 
Correspondent 


I think I’m running out of steam. 
I have to write yet another story for 
my journalism class, and nothing is 
appealing to me. This scares me. 
Writing is usually a no brainer for 
me, however, this time it’s a daunting 
task. 

I scan the online newspaper sites 
to find some sort of currént event to 
rant and rave about, however, I’m 
distracted by the article on Tom 
Brady’s current hairstyle and ones 
throughout the decade (I still say 
Giselle has her spiny little hands in 
on why his hair is so long) but I’m 
not bitter. 

I vote on which movie is the best 
romantic film of all time (of course 
Bridges: of Madison County wins 
over Ghost). I scan Facebook (just 
because I’m addicted). 

I can’t focus! 

I think about the next day I’ll 
have off from work, how many 
weeks left until finals, and the 
thought of not having to get up at 6: 
1S5a.m. on a Saturday to trudge into 
Algebra class. 

ve had enough. It’s time for the 
semester to end. 

I think what I have is diagnosed 
as Student Burnout so I decide to 
investigate. 

I find a website called 
Helpguide.org. They define burnout 
as “a state of emotional, mental, and 
physical exhaustion caused by exces- 
sive and prolonged stress. It occurs 


unable to meet constant demands. 

As the stress continues, you 
begin to lose the interest or motiva- 
tion that led you to take on a certain 
role in the first place.” 

Yep. That sounds like me. 

It goes on to say, “You may be on 
the road to burnout if everyday is a 
badday. 

Caring about work or home life 
seems like a total waste of energy. 

* You’re exhausted’ all the time, 
the majority of your day is spent on 
tasks you find either mind-numbing 
dull or overwhelming, or you feel 
like nothing you do makes a differ- 
ence or is appreciated. 

Now I don’t know about you, but 
that just defined what most working 
mothers (single or married) think like 
on a daily basis, or at least this moth- 
er does. 

Take that as a hint to call your 
mother, kids. 

So, how do we avoid burnout? 
The Texas A & M University website 
has a special section in their student 
resources that outlines ideas to keep 
burnout at bay. They suggest: 


= Recognize the problem. 
Watch for signs of stress 
° Build positive social sup- 


ports and control negativity in your 
environment. 

° Gain control where you 
can. 

ze Quit doing something. In 
other words, say NO and mean it. 

+ Use stress-management tech- 
niques. Meditate, 

° Rest. 

Like me, you’re probably saying, 
“Tm already burnt out! What do I do 
now?” 

Well, About.com has a Top 10 
Stress Relief Strategies From Your 
Inner Child. 


Is the Wikileaks 


Is Julian Assanage 
like a James Bond 
Villain? 


By Rick INGHAM 
Correspondent 


It's my opinion that everybody 
loves a James Bond villian. Alec 
Trevelyen, Fransisco Scaramanga, 
even Max Zorin. They're intelligent, 
dangerous, maniacal, and infinitely 
entertaining. 

So imagine my excitement when 
a character like Julian Assange, the 
founder of whistleblowing web site 
Wikileaks starts showing up on the 
television publishing secret docu- 
ments left and right sending federal 
officials scrambling to control the 
fallout. 

Watching the news and listening 
to the sound bites in the reports got 
me thinking. This man, a media 
mogul wielding information as a 
weapon, sounds just like the villian in 
the 1997 film “Tomorrow Never 
Dies,” starring Pierce Brosnan as 
British secret agent James Bond and 
Jonathan Pryce as the maniacal Elliot 
Carver. 


In the film, Carver is a media 
tycoon who uses a secret information 
network to ensure that his publica- 
tion, cleverly named “Tomorrow”, 
stays ahead of the game on all the 
best stories. 

James Bond is tasked with pre- 
venting Carver from starting a war 
between China and the UK using a 
missle stolen from a sunken warship. 

Like the fictional Elliot Carver, 
Julian, Assange is well- dressed, 
speaks with an accent, and deals in 
publishing secrets. 

However, the more I researched 
the more I was disappointed. Don't 
get me wrong, there are a slew of 
negative reports concerning Assange, 


1. Daydreaming — taking a 
mental break to visualize something 
pleasurable helps deplete stress lev- 
els throughout the day. 

2. Naps — power naps consist- 
ing of 15-20 minutes rejuvenates the 
mind and body. 

3. Hugs — never _underesti- 
mate the power of a good hug from a 
loved one. 

4. Playing with Pets — studies 
prove they lower blood pressure bet- 
ter than medication. 

5. Singing — loud and proud! 
Nobody says it has to be on key. 

6. Playing Games — playing a 
quick online game of Boggle or other 
fun games relieves stress. 

7. Drawing, Painting, 
Sculpting — Grab a coloring book and 
crayons and feel the stress dissolve! 

8. Writing notes — Doodling 


“or journaling helps with keeping 


focused to tasks. 

9. Team Sports — group 
involvement and exercise can bring 
down stress levels. 

10. Imagining the Future — 
reminding ourselves of our goals 
may bring motivation back. 

And if that is still not enough, 
well, there is always chocolate. 

Yes, I said chocolate. 

Chocolate, especially dark 
chocolate has many health benefits. 
Included in that list is that it lowers 
stress levels. 

According to Life Mojo.com, 
“Eating a delicious piece of choco- 
late could possibly reduce stress lev- 
els; it works by stimulating the pro- 
duction of endorphins that may give 
rise to a happy feeling. 

In addition, the dark chocolate 
variety contains stimulants such as 
theobromine and caffeine that are 
major stimulants.” 

So if you can see yourself as I see 


ape aria 


Fighting the student burn out 


when you feel overwhelmed and- 
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Pounds and pounds of melted chocolate help stu- 
dents all across campus deal with an overload of end 


of semester stress. 


myself here, try and take a break, 
take a breath, or maybe just enjoy 


founder really a 


but the man is a let down. 

Assasnge launched Wikileaks in 
2006 as a non- profit web site for the 
spreading of leaked information. 

In a document entitled “State and 
Terrorist Conspiracies” Assange stat- 
ed: “To radically shift regime behay- 
ior we must think clearly and boldly 
for if we have learned anything, it is 
that regimes do not want to be 
changed. 

We must think beyond those who 
have gone before us, and discover 
technological changes that embolden 
us with ways to act in which our fore- 
bears could not.” 

As Wikileaks has expanded in 
size and influence forces have called 


for a stop to the leaks. Assange hasda 
red notice, a European most wanted 
listing, from Interpol for alleged sex 
crimes. 

Tuesday, Brittish police arrested 
Assange on that warrant, according 
to the New Yortk Times. 

Kentucky Senator Mitch 
McConnell has publicly denounced 
Assange as a “high-tech terrorist.” 

Harold Evans from Financial 
Times said, “The infantile leftism of 
this Scarlet Pimpernel will be repug- 
nant to many who would like to see 
him prosecuted for treason.” 

Assange's Swiss bank account 
has even been closed to put a stop to 
this nefarious character. 


We want to hear from you. 


a a 


rs or opinion columns 
© the NECC Observer: 


necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject fine. 


some sweet, dark chocolate and feel 
your troubles melt away. 


e ll @ aD ) 
Vilialn: 

As exciting as it all sounded lis- 
tening to accusations against this 
Australian menace I found that 
Assange is just another whistleblow- 
er. 

He's not out there trying to tear 
down governments for personal gain 
and nowhere near as calculating as 
the bond villian I was hoping him to 
be. 

If anything Assange is a journal- 
ist whose only crime is reporting sen- 
sitive information. 

Julian Assange is a recepient of 
the Economist Index on Censorship 
Award, the Amnesty International 
UK Media Award, and the Sam 
Adams Award. 
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Students angry over shuttle bus 


From page I 


An anonymous faculty member 
commented on the survey, “I know of 
students who have had to drop class- 
es (going from full-time to part- 
time) due to inadequate services. 
Another student had to take a cab. 
Others would just “plan” to be late 
for class. I think the college needs to 
address this issue...” 

Results from the online survey 
also showed at least 63 percent of 
students are willing to pay in order to 
continue the shuttle service between 
campuses. The average result of costs 
they are willing to pay was roughly 
$1.00. 

Student April Vitulli said that 
students are interested in finding a 
solution that works. “If they are will- 
ing to work with us and extend the 
hours, we might be willing [to pay].” 

Concems voiced by students per- 
tain to scheduling and capacity limi- 
tations that restrict students without 
their own means of transportation, as 
well as physically disabled students. 

Students also are reporting being 
pushed out of the way by other stu- 
dents getting on the shuttle. In addi- 
tion students reported that sometimes 
they will wait an hour to get on the 
morning shuttle, and there is still no 
guarantee they will get a seat and 
make it to class. 

“There are safety concerns 
because there are people pushing 
[others] out of the way,” student 
April Vitulli said in an interview. 
“I've been pushed out of the way, 
even with my cane.” : 

Jeremy Neal of Methuen takes 
the shuttle and said, “I have muscular 
dystrophy so public transit is a little 
hard on me,” and “if I miss that one 
bus, I'm basically screwed for the 
whole day.” 

Neal says he misses his first class 
and is so late for his first class; he 
does not think it is worthwhile to 
attend. 

After the initial meeting students 
gathered in the C-Lobby Wednesday, 
Dec 1, and had students write down 


their stories on bus shaped petition 
forms. 

“Don't Push Me!” titled one of 
the shuttle-petitions that read “a shut- 
tle only has 11 seats but we had 12 
students on the shuttle this morning. 
This is not the first time,” wrote 
Shxma Zhang 

Dorymar Marquez wrote on a 
petition “...the process of passing out 
passes was really bad. People had to 
huddle around the desk to receive a 
pass; most students who have been 
waiting for a long time wouldn't get 
any from them because of the stu- 
dents who would push and shove to 
take one.” 

A “Campus-to-campus Shuttle 
Fast Facts” sheet from Finance and 
Administration that circulated 
amongst faculty presents a more 
recent look at the shuttle system. The 
sheet said the implementation of the 
pass system was purposed in order to 
“minimize inconvenience to students 
and potential crowding issues.” 

Nevertheless, students complain 
that not only has this system not been 
effectual in monitoring the shuttle 
commuters, pushing and safety is 
now an additional concern. 

The “Fast-Facts” sheet also said 
“historically during the first two 
weeks of class, demand from 
[Lawrence] to [Haverhill] exceeds 
capacity. This moderates starting 
week three.” 

This alleviation to the influx on 
the shuttle buses would seem to be a 
temporary solution, however, accord- 
ing to students, his is not a solution , 
but rather a symptom of the problem. 

Rubi Mendez wrote that she was 


late to work because of shuttle con- 
cerns and “I also had to drop a class 


due to the fact that [ could never get 
the 7:15 bus,” 

Mendez said she was always late 
to class and ultimately ended up 
dropping it. 

These concerns are added to a 
long list of shuttle complaints and 
concerns that have surrounded the 
system for over seven years. 


A __ Transportation Process 


Management Report was assembled 
in Fall of 2007 under the leadership 
of Dina Brown to address concerns 
about the shuttle system. 

An analytical student survey 
showed the primary concerns to be 
safety issues with the shuttle. 
Complaints such as broken seatbelts 
and a door falling off the vans were 
main concerns in addition to com- 
plaints about the music. Safety/main- 
tenance concerns were the number 
one concern followed closely by “the 
desire for a new shuttle and 'schedule 
issues” Capacity concerns came in a 
close third place. Since NECC ended 
their contract with Eagle Security, 


and partnered with Merrimack Valley | 


Security, which is currently contract- 
ed to do the shuttle at NECC. 

Peak times from Lawrence to 
Haverhill are from 7:15 a.m. to 9:15 
a.m., filled with 25 riders Monday. 
Wednesday, Friday and 20-25 riders 
Tuesday and Thursday, according to 
the 2007 report. 

Regardless of this data, reduc- 
tions have continued to be made to 
the shuttle schedule. 

The budget at the time of the 
report was approximately $155,000. 
The current budget for the current 
fiscal year is $85,000. 

An estimated $35,000.00 savings 
resulted from the shuttle cuts in the 
spring. 

According to Dick Goulet, 
Director of Facilities and Security the 
current shuttle ridership is 56 per- 
cent, 59 percent from Lawrence to 
Haverhill and 52 percent from 
Haverhill to Lawrence. This informa- 
tion specifically pertained to infor- 
mation collected Sept. 13 to Nov. 13, 
2010. 

However, Goulet recognized 
there are times in the morning when 
the shuttle is filled past capacity. 

“It's really a timing issue,” and 
“it's an economic issue,” he said, 

“It's not an easy one and it's 
expensive any way you look at it. 
And looking at our budget, some- 
thing's got to give, [The funding] has 
to come from one place or another.” 


Presidential candidates 


Three finalists for taking 
over President Hartlebs 
position announced 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


The Board of Trustees on Dec. | 
released the names of the three final- 
ists being considered for the position 
as NECC’s next president. 

The three applicants selected as 
finalists are Lane Glenn, John 
O'Donnell and Brad Stewart. 

Each of the finalists will be visit- 
ing the college during the middle of 
December and will be publicly inter- 
viewed by the NECC community to 
determine whether they should be 
hired for the position. 

The candidate selected for the 
position will be taking over the obli- 
gations of current NECC President 
David Hartleb in June 2011, when 
Hartleb officially retires. 

When each of the interviews are 
conducted, the candidate will give a 
short presentation, then the floor will 
be open for questions. At the end of 


each interview participants are to fill- 
out a rating form to provide their 
input on each of the candidates. 

The forms will be used by the 
presidential search committee in con- 
sideration for the selection of the 
next president. 

The first finalist to be inter- 
viewed is Brad Stewart. He has a 
Ph.D, in sociology from lowa State 
University and currently serves as the 
president at Maryland's 
Montgomery College-Takoma 
Park/Silver Spring Campus. 


vice 


Stewart stated in his personal let- 
ter to the presidential search commit- 
tee: “I have been fortunate to work 
talented faculty, staff and 
administrators to provide educational 


with 


access and success for thousands of 
students.” 

He continued with his statement, 
“I would very much like the same 
chance to do the same at Northen 
Essex Community College.” 

Stewart will be visiting NECC on 
Dec. 9 and 10. 

The second finalist to be inter- 
viewed for the position is John 
O'Donnell. Currently, he serves as 
the president of Stark State College 


located in Ohio. 

Prior to the position he holds 
now, he also served as the president 
of New Regional 
Community Technical College locat- 
ed in Manchester, N.H. O'Donnell 
received a Ph.D in psychology from 


Hampshire 


Boston College. 

O'Donnell said in his personal 
statement to the search committee 
“To me, access coupled with student 
passion that allows me to talk educa- 
tion as the way ‘all of us can make it 
in America” 

“That is this vision I would bring 
to NECC and as President, I would 
work to have NECC lead in advanc- 
ing academic quality, student suc- 
cess, workforce development eco- 
nomic progress and social equity.” 

O'Donnell will be visiting the 
NECC campuses on Dec. 13 and 14. 

Lane Glenn is the last finalist to 
be interviewed, and has been the vice 
president of academic affairs at 
NECC since 2006. He also has addi- 
tional experience as a dean at 
Oakland Community College and 
was a director of learning services at 
Lansing Community College, both of 
which are located in Michigan. 


Students 


Regarding concerns of pushing 
and complaints about the lack of 
effectiveness regarding the pass sys- 
tem, that administration suggests is a 
solution to capacity concerns in the 
morning, he said, “that's a social 
issue... not a security issue.” 

“If money is not a consideration 
you can get it done for sure.” 

Goulet said that to utilize an 
additional shuttle from Merrimack 
Valley Security strictly for the morn- 
ing rush hours is likely to be an 
expensive solution, due to the 
demand for shuttles at this time of the 
day. 

“We're open to suggestions but 
we have to work with a budget,” he 
said. 

Ausubel Pichardo is a full-time 
student attending NECC in pursuit of 
a career as a doctor in the medical 
field. It has “too many people” he 


photo by Elisabeth Green 


gathered on Wed. Dec. 1 in Spurk building C 
lobby to have petitions signed to get more shuttle 
buses running from campus. 


said at the SDS initial meeting. “It’s 
very expensive to call a taxi” and the 
public transit system takes an exten- 
sive amount of time. “It's a huge 
problem,” he said. 

“I guess the bottom line is that if 
we were to charge the full cost of the 
shuttle service students would not be 
willing to pay it,” Wolfe said. 

“We have looked into it, if we 
were to charge the students a full trip 
it would be $6.00 a trip” she said. 

Dina Brown, director of the 
Student Engagement Center has wit- 
ness the progression of the shuttle 
since it was first implemented in 
1999, 

“Students have issues and I'm not 
sure there's a perfect answer for 
everybody. | think it’s come a long 
way... [But] there are definitely 
areas there is room for improve- 
ment,” she said. 


announced 


Additionally, Glenn has experi- 
ence as a theatre professor. He holds 
a Ph.d. in theatre from the University 
of Michigan. 

Glenn has also been in charge of 
roughly half the budget at NECC . He 
wrote, “My approach to developing 
and managing budgets focuses first 
on short and long term planning, 
emphasizes broad engagement and 
has regularly been shared in open 
forums.” 

While serving his current duties 
at NECC, he has also was the co- 
chair of the Achieving the Dream ini- 
tiative, which aimed to close the gaps 
in student success. In his letter to the 
presidential 
Glenn 


selection committee 

that although the 
Achieving the Dream initiative made 
great advances towards student suc- 


States 


cess that there is still room for 
improvement at NECC. 

At the end of his letter, he stated 
“Perhaps most importantly, I love 
Northern Essex Community College. 
I love our students, our faculty and 
staff, and the communities we serve, 
and it would be my pleasure to con- 
tinue my service to NECC as its next 
president.” 


Glenn will be visiting the college 
on Dec. 15 and 16. 

The decision as to who-will be 
NECC's next president is anticipated 
to be released during the upcoming 
month of January. For additional 
information on who is running for 
president visit NECC's website. 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled to 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. 


11/12/10 Hit and Run Lot 5 
Person filed with Haverhill Police at 
1:50 p.m. 

12/04/10 Man complained of 
chest pains. Ambulance was called D 
Building 8:35 p.m. 
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Public education relying on private donors 


State cuts funding of 
higher education 


- BY MAry-ELLEN 
D'ANGELO 


Correspondent 


Community college and state 
university students may see funding 
for higher education in 
Massachusetts shifting toward pri- 
vate sector donations due to recent 
state budget cuts, disappearing stim- 
ulus dollars and a failed federal ini- 
tiative that would have filtered $12 
billion to community colleges over 
the next 10 years. 

“We are beginning a new era in 
the Commonwealth where the public 
university system and the public 
community college system are going 
to experience greater commitment 
from both the private and public sec- 
tor. This is because of what they have 
accomplished, and the opportunities 
they are offering the citizens of the 
Commonwealth. 

“Their role is expanding and that 
is going to be a tremendous benefit to 
the private sector in Massachusetts, ” 
said state Rep. Linda Dean Campbell 


of Methuen, 15th District Essex 
County. 

In the past five years 
Massachusetts has slashed spending 
for higher education 25.6 percent, 
more than any other state, according 
to boston.com. 

The Commonwealth now falls 
below the U.S. national average on 
the amount it spends per person. 

Campbell said, “There are so 
many contractual obligations that 
need to be met with the budget that 
there are very few places 
left to cut. The areas 
where we have no laws 
governing our obliga- 
tions are higher educa- 
tion, social services, and 
mental health.” 

“We've kept up on the 
level of services, but we 
have cut back on full- 
time faculty and raised 
tuition and fees,” said 
Professor Stephen Russell, NECC 
chair of the Department of Global 
Studies, associate professor of histo- 
ry and president of the local chapter 
of the faculty and professional staff 
union. 

To help ease the blow from some 
of the cuts, Gov. Deval Patrick 
announced in Séptember that he 
would allocate $51 million of federal 


stimulus money to public college 
campuses. 

Twenty million dollars in stimu- 
lus funds had already been ear- 
marked for higher education, report- 
ed boston.com 

“A huge chuck of the stimulus 
money was given to higher education 
by Gov. Patrick. It had a tremendous 
impact on the state universities and 
community colleges. It is gone now, 
though,” said Campbell. 

“The stimulus money was 


= [SO ae 


Gov. Deval Patrick announced in 
September that he would allocate $51 
million of federal stimulus money to 


public college campuses. 


supposed to be a bridge until the 
economy got better. 
Unfortunately, the economy has- 
n't come along as fast as we had 
hoped,” said Russell. 

In July 2009, the Obama admin- 
istration proposed 
Graduation Initiative” was being 
hailed by some to be the most signif- 
icant initiative since the G.I. bill and 


“American 


President Truman's Commission on 
Higher Education. 

It would provide community 
colleges $12 billion dollars over 
the next 10 years. The money 
would be-allocated to improve 
graduation rates, better prepare 
community college students for a 
four-year college, modernize 
facilities, and develop online 
programs. In March 2010, the 
AGI did not pass, and communi- 
ty colleges got $2 billion from 
the federal 
government 
to help dis- 
located 
workers to 
AIGA VO Ses 
training 
programs, 
according 
to brook- 


ings.edu.org. 

“T would like to see a long term commit- 
ment to higher education that would create a cit- 
izenry in the Commonwealth that is really ready 
to participate in whatever new economy may 
come down the line,” said Russell. 

Some institutions are exploring 


new sources of funding; including, 
but not limited to, private donors, 


local business support, community 


involvement through internships, 
and alumni foundations, according to 
nacubo.org. 

“Community college is the entry 
point for future education,” said 
Russell. 

“We need to look at the cost 
as an investment. For the invest- 
ment, the yield, the value, is 
pretty good. Students who finish 
their education earn a good 
income and pay taxes. They are 
not on public assistance or incar- 
cerated. State appropriations 
should be the primary source of 
funding for community colleges. 

“State universities and com- 
munity colleges invest in stu- 
dents who live here, get educated 
here, and stay to work here. It's a 
win/win for the state, for every- 
one,” said Campbell. “The 
demand for skilled labor in local 
businesses is very high. We live 
in a fast paced society and 
almost all jobs require some 
technical training.” 

“Given the fact that we had 
the first public school system in 
the country, I believe we should 
have the best public university 
system and the best community 


college system in the county,” 
said Campbell. . 7 


Tensions rise between Koreas after artillery attack 


North Korea 


launches attack on 
South Korea 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Correspondent 


On Tuesday, Nov, 23, North 
Korea launched an artillery attack on 
the South Korean island of 
Yeonpyeong, killing two South 
Korean soldiers and two civilians, 
and wounding several more soldiers 
and civilians. 

The attack was a response to a 
South Korean military exercise, 
which involved live fire into disputed 
waters, but not towards any North 
Korean land. 

Most mainstream news sources 
are characterizing North Korea's 
attack as unprovoked, but there is 
some uncertainty about whether 
North Korea might have been justi- 
fied in feeling threatened by the 
drills. 

The immediate response of the 
South Korean government and the 
United States was an effort at careful 
non-escalation; The United States 
did not reposition any of its 29,000 
troops in South Korea. South Korea 
did not retaliate, but are not cancel- 
ing the scheduled drills involving 
live fire into the same disputed 
waters. 

They've also suspended half a 


million dollars' worth of aid ship- 
ments. For the time being, neither 
side is making any escalating ges- 
tures, but neither are the United 
States and South Korea apparently 
prioritizing resolving tension. 

NECC professor of American 
government and politics, Stephen 
Slaner views this as an unhelpful pol- 
icy. "If they need 
food, give them 
food," he says. 
"If someone 
needs food, you 
give them food." 

Discussing 
the issue, Slaner 
made a point of 
emphasizing the 
history of the 
Korean War. 

Though gen- 
erally consid- 
ered to have run 
from 1950 to 1953, the war never 
actually officially ended. For the last 
57 years, North and South Korea 
have had an armistice, but it's always 
been a possibility that hostilities 
could break out again. 

During the war, there were 
approximately 2 million civilian 
deaths in Korea. Comparatively, 
civilian casualties of the Iraq war 
have been estimated between 62 
thousand and 1.2 million. 

"If the war were re-activated, lots of 
people would be killed," said Slaner. 
"Who knows what would happen inter- 
nationally." 


SSA Soe 


North and South Korea South Korea and the 


President Barack Obama stated 
that the United States would stand 
shoulder to shoulder with our South 
Korean allies. 

Although he's making an effort 
to avoid escalation, many feel he's 
not doing enough. 

A Boston Globe editorial pub- 
lished on the day of the attack point- 
ed out the offer Kim 
Jong-I] had made pre- 
viously to forfeit its 
nuclear fuel rods if 


United States explicit- 


have had an armistice, ly expressed an inten- 
but its always been a pos- tion to pursue peace. 


"{Obama] should 


sibility that hostilities actively engage North 
could break out again. 


Korea and build confi- 
dence," said Slaner, 
and suggested that this 
is an opportunity to 
"More actively pursue 
[his] stated policy to remove nuclear 
weapons." 

He suggested that if we immedi- 
ately removed 90 percent of our 
nuclear weapons, which would save 
the country money and wouldn't hurt 
our defense -- 

"I've never heard an argument 
that made sense as to why we need 
more than 100 nuclear weapons." 

He suggested that, for rea- 
sons of political expedience, 
reducing our stock of 10,600 
down to 1000, a little more than 
90 percent, would be a helpful 
compromise. 


MCTCampus Photo 


A day after North Korea’s artillery attack on 
Yeonpyeong Island, South Korea. 


He pointed out former 
Secretary of Defense Robert 
McNamara's position on the sub- 
ject; in a 2005 article titled 
"Apocalypse Soon," McNamara 
called the United States nuclear 
weapons policy "...immoral, ille- 
gal, militarily unnecessary, and 
dreadfully dangerous." 

McNamara has said that the 
United States doesn't need more 
than 100 or 200 nuclear weapons. 

Ultimately, though, that sort 
-of gesture seems unlikely. South 


Korea has not made any strong 
conciliatory gestures towards 
North Korea, and_ tensions 
remain high. 

"Il suspect they're going to 
continue the present policy, 
which is not very helpful," said 
Slaner. 

On Nov. 30, the United States 
and South Korea refused a 
request to meet for emergency 
talks, saying it would be reward- 
ing North Korea for provocative 
actions and policies. 
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Festival brings holiday cheer 


All ages Holiday 


event draws crowds 
with Christmas Cheer 


By Mary ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Correspondent 


Twas the month before 
Christmas, and all through the hall, 
shone the 

* Christmas for all. 

Outside the wind is howling and 
the wind chill factor is wrapping the 
cold around our coats like a tempo- 
rary force field. Inside, the tradition- 
al melodies of Christmas carols, the 
sweet smell of holiday pastries and 
coffee, the allure of the warmth and 
sparkle from the lights of more than 
200 trees carry the guest to an 


holiday magic, of 


enchanted evening 

Holiday magic is in the air at the 
17th annual Festival of Trees on 
Branch Street in Methuen, where 
over 27,000 guests are expected to 
visit this year 

The atmosphere immediately lifts 
us from the hustle and bustle of the 
month before Christmas to the awe 
and amazement kept alive in child- 
hood memories of Christmas past. 

One of the best treats at the festi- 
val is the extravagant raffle. A sheet 
of about 40 raffle tickets allows par- 
ticipants to drop tickets in posts at 
decorated trees they would like to 
take home. 

The last Sunday of the festival a 
drawing is held, and every tree is 
given away to the winner. 

Every tree is different. Some are 


made to represent the beauty of 


Christmas, with big luscious bows, 
soft colors and elegant trim. Others 
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An oriental twist on traditional Christmas decorations 
one of the creative designs at the Festival of Trees 


NECC exceeds 
expectations 


First year students 
share experiences 
and challenges 


By Corey O'NEIL 
Correspondent 


Every new semester brings new 
students with different expectations 
of Northern Essex Community 
College (NECC). Each spring and 
fall semester there's a new herd of 
students young and old. 

When many people think of a 
community college they don't expect 
it to be challenging or anything like 
a “real college”. This thought in 
some new students’ minds could 
make them believe NECC is a 
“joke,” from the education, to the 
teachers. But to the students that 
actually attend the school, they 
would say something different. 

As the fall semester draws to an 
end I thought I'd interview first-time 
students to reveal their experiences. 

Student Anthony Eugenio had 
positive feedback about his first 
semester at NECC. “NECC is a bet- 
ter school then expected,” he said. “I 


thought the courses were going to be 
dumped down a lot but I've learned 
more than anticipated. The teachers 
ake really interested in how I obtain 
my knowledge and the quality of the 
knowledge I'm receiving.” 

Ryan Carrigan, also a first-time 
student, was very enthusiastic about 
NECC. “The school is a great step- 
ping stone to the improvement of my 
education. The school gives me a 
good challenge to prepare myself for 
what's to come,” he said. 

Angelica Medina said, “The 
teachers are great. Everyone is so 
nice and helpful. I didn't except the 
school to have so many resources 
available to the students. I went to 
NECC because it was affordable and 
I wasn't really sure what career path 
I wanted to be following. I thought 
NECC could help me to explore 
those options.” 

Affordability, options, and a 
good education, none of that sounds 
like that much of a joke to me. 

This is a serious opportunity, 
saving money for an equal or better 
education than a “real college.” 


represent schools in the area and 
have handmade decorations, full of 
color and smiling faces of the chil- 
dren. And there are even trees that 
come with gifts and gift certificates. 

This year one tree comes with 
two handmade oak Adirondack 
chairs, another with a wooden desk. 
One tree in particular has $2000 dol- 
lars that goes to the winner. 

There are also trees from public 
organizations like the library, the his- 
torical club, and a garden club as well 
as non-profit organizations like the 
Methuen Ranger Boosters 
Association. 

There are trees in memorandum 
for loved ones from their family and 
also the community, for people who 
have left us too soon. 

For those who already have a 
Christmas tree but would like to walk 
away with something different, there 
is a silent auction. 

There are over 75 individuals and 
businesses donated items for the 
silent auction, including Boston 
Duck Tours, Chunky's Cinema Pub, 
Bertucci's Italian Ristorante and 
LazerCraze. At the festival there is an 
information sheet available at the fes- 
tival on how to access the web site to 
participate in the auctioning of these 
items. 

The Festival of Trees celebrates 
2010 as the landmark year in which 
they surpassed the million-dollar 
mark in giving monies to local histor- 
ical projects. 

This year's donation to the 
Nevins Library, to restore their 
stained glass windows, put them over 
that million-dollar mark. This is quite 
appropriate since the first Festival of 
Trees event was held 17 years ago at 
the Nevins Public Library. At the 
time they started with 17 trees, but 
quickly grew out of the available 
space and the electric capacity the 
space had to offer. More than a few 
fuses blew that first year. 
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One of the festive Christmas trees raffled at the 
event, to raise funds for local historical projects 


All ages enjoy this event. Babies 
in carriages peer up from their semi- 
reclined position and don't know 
where to put their eyes first. Children 
of all ages bring life to the party as 
they try to decide which raffle tickets 
to give to which tree. Families are 
here enjoying their time together. 
Couples seem to have no trouble see- 
ing the romance in the atmosphere 


and ladies of all ages enjoy it as the 
destination for their girls-night-out. 

This is an event people of all 
ages and interests can enjoy. Only the 
greatest of humbugs could walk 
away from this event without a little 
excitement, a big smile and true won- 
der, the things that Christmas magic 
is really made of. 


A thristmas Carol Theater Production 
al NECC in the Top Notch Theater 


Show times : 


Friday Dec. 10 
Curtain at 7 p.m. 
Saturday Dec 11 


Curtain at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. 


Sunday Dec. 12 
Curtain at 3 p.m. 


running! 


Holiday Tradition carries on for it’s 11th year 


General Admission: 


Adults: $10 

Seniors: $8 
Students: $8 
Children under 6: $6 


We want to hear from you. 


observert@ 
Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


y.mass.edu 


Which artists claim 
this year S title of the 


hot new thing? 


By MELIssA ALMONOR 
Correspondent 


In 2009 Lady Gaga was the main 
lady of the time with every single she 
dropped becoming a hit, instantly 

becoming a pop superstar. 2009 was 
also the time that a young sweet 
‘country singer, Taylor Swift, came 
along and ultimately brought country 
back into the spotlight. With the 2010 
year just about wrapping up, what 
artists do you think had the best year 
in music? With that said, the winner 
is... Canada? 

Yes, Canada, has produced two 
of the most successful artists in 2010, 
an actor turned rapper, and a teenage 
heartthrob. 2010 is’ when a young 
Canadian star of the hit show 
Degrassi, showed us all he could spit 
rhymes like no other, his name, 
Drake. Drake first began his career as 
an actor, but made a transition to MC. 
He didn't make a smooth transition, 
however Drake came in like a crater 

and hasn't left since. In 2009 his rap 
career started when his Mixtape, later 
EP, “So Far Gone” was released, 
which lead to his signing with one of 
the most respected MC's in music 
today, Lil Wayne's, Young Money 
Entertainment. From then on its his- 
tory, Drake has gone on to win Rap 
Recording of the Year, and Best New 
Artist at the 2010 Juno Awards, mind 


Has th 


A student looks at 
how the Internet has 


harmed album sales 


By ANGEL VAZQUEZ 
Correspondent 


The Internet was created so that 
fesearchers in the 1960's could share 
information with one another faster. 
Fast forward a couple decades, and 
now internet is the main reason 
behind the decrease of album sales 
today. In the 2\st century, statistics 
show that album sales dropped 25 
percent from the 90's into the 2000's. 
Sales went from 38.6 million in 
1999, to 27.5 million in 2008. In the 
early 2000's the music industry dis- 
covered that the reasons behind the 
decline of album sales was illegal file 
sharing. 

The industry took action into 
stopping a main source of illegal file 
sharing, “Napster.” After shutting 
down Napster the industry threatened 
with legal action for whoever fol- 
lowed in Napster's footsteps. Since 
} many consumers were trying to get 
| their music through the internet 
‘rather than buying the albums, the 
music industry decided to adapt to 
this trend, and in 2003 the first legal 
‘file sharing was created the “I-Tunes 
Store”. According to International 
Federation of the Phonographic 
Industry, or the IFPI, more than a 
quarter of the music industry income 
is coming from digital sales, but that 
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This year’s hot new music idols 


you this is all before he even put out 
an album. June 15, 2010 Drake 
released his first, and one of the most 
anticipated studio albums of the year, 
“Thank Me Later.” The release did 
not disappoint, debuting at number 1, 
on the Billboard 200. It sold close to 
half a million records in its first 
week. “Thank Me Later” has become 
the second most sold album this year, 
which sounds next to impossible con- 
sidering this is the time when albums 
are not selling. NECC student June 
H. Philbrook thinks that, "Drake is as 


Drake, “Phenomenal”. There is not 
one person who has not been smitten 
by Drakes’ incomparable talent. It 
seems like everything he touches 
turns to diamonds. 

Drake is not alone, fellow 
Canadian, Justin Bieber is only 16, 
but has turned into the ultimate teen 
star this year. Bieber was first discov- 
ered singing on You Tube, soon after 
Superstars Usher Raymond and 
Justin Timberlake started a bidding 
war to sign the singer to their label, 
even before he was famous people 


Eee SS pe eS 


Drake is as popular as he is due to his 
background and past. I am sure he 
never thought he would be as popular 


as he is” 


— June Philbrook 


popular as he is due to his back- 
ground and past. I am sure he never 
thought he would be as popular as he 
is. His fan base can relate to that, 
achieving big dreams." 

Drake was interviewed for the 
show, “When I Was 17,” and remem- 
bers being kicked out of a rap group 
and was told, “I don't think music is 
your calling.” Now look at him, hit 
records, number one album, he is the 
example of a man that did not give up 
even when everyone doubted him. 
Despite all the odds he has succeed in 
a way not even he could image. 
Another NECC student Maurice 
Petersen has one word to describe 


were fighting over him. Bieber even- 
tually signed to Island Records with 
the help of Mr. Raymond. In 2009 
Bieber's first single “One Time” was 
an instant hit followed by his debut 
album “My World.” However, it was 
not until 2010 and the release of this 
single “Baby” did Bieber officially 
steal the hearts of young girls every- 
where. That catchy little tune by the 
adorable teen has helped the rest of 
his debut -album, “My World 2.0,” 
also debuted at number one on the 
Billboard charts. Recently, Bieber 
has won 4 American Music Awards, 
the most awards won by an artist that 
night. He's like the modern day 


Jackson 5, minus the other 4. Teen 
girls all over are falling, literally 
falling, head over heels in love with 
Justin Bieber. Bieber's music video 
for his song “Baby“, in which Drake 
appears, has surpassed 300 million 
views on YouTube, the most views 
for any artist. What is it about this 
boy that has girls going wild, is it his 
adorable smile, angelic voice, or how 
his hair moves in the wind. Alex from 
NECC says, “They like him, because 
they think he's good-looking.” 
Peterson agrees saying, “He's popu- 
lar because of 'his teen, preteen, and 
preschool fan base”. That's true, 
Justin Bieber is someone. teenage 
girls feel like they can relate to, and 
his baby face, no question, has been 
the key money maker in his career. 
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Photo from Drake Pictures.net 
New music superstars are emerging on the music 
scene. 


Bieber is constantly being criti- 
cized, because of his age and some 
feel as if he doesn't make real music, 
but we all know the saying, “You 
know you've made it when you have 
haters,” and Justin definitely has 
haters. Both superstars started a 
steady rise to fame during 2009, but 
it wasn't until 2010 when, Drake 
became a truly respected MC and 
everyone caught a case of Bieber 
Fever. These two artist were nomi- 
nated for the most cherished award 
show in the music industry, The 2011 
Grammy's. Canada owned 2010 in 
the music industry, and to think their 


careers just started, meaning, they ———= 


have much more to give and offer, 
than we can even expect. 


e Internet done in music? 


has yet to make up for the loss of 
album sales. Album sales used to 
showcase whether an artist was capa- 
ble of maintaining a fan base and 
their career besides a hit record. In 
1982 Michael Jackson's album 
“Thriller” went on to sell over 29 
million copies, and in 2004 Usher's 


concerts and only 15 percent of their 
albums. Which lead to the theory, 
artists are gaining since concerts are 
selling more this -decade, while 
album sales decreases. But since 
record company only gets 20 percent 
of concerts sales, they are losing a 
good deal of profit, making them go 


SSS 


Waiting for the release of an album 
used to be a rush; it builds onto the hype 
to see what the artist has created for us” 


“Confessions” went to sell over 10 
million copies. Most artists today 
won’t ever reach 10 million album 
sales in their career span. 

In this industry only the veterans 
sell records, If you're a new-comer 
with a hit record there's a 85 percent 
statistics that your song will sell but 
your album won't. Katy Perry had 
one of the biggest song of 2010 with 
California Girls people all over the 
country knew this song and it went 
well over triple platinum, but that hit 
single was not projected in her album 
sales, which after months of release 
has barely touch gold. 

The lack of album sales has an 
artist looking for other forms of mak- 
ing profit. Concerts and digital song 
sales are the only way to make a liv- 
ing in the 21st century music indus- 
try. Artists make 80 percent of their 


into bankruptcy. They may sell out 
concert halls, but without a record 
label support there is no concert, so at 
the end everyone is losing. There 
even has been a discussion if albums 
should even be made anymore. 

The music industry has realized 
all the money being put into making 
an album is really a waste of expens- 
es. All that money being but into 
making an album and sometimes the 
record labels and its artists don't get 
back-even half of what they spent. 
The decrease of~album sales has 
pushed many record labels into bank- 
ruptcy. The industry has realized 
making singles instead of albums 
could make them more profit. 

If we lose the albums, we lose 
the intimacy we had with the artist. 
The album is what makes an artist 
gain a deeper connection with their 


fans. The artwork and the thank you 
notes make the fans feel like they are 
more than a fan, but a friend to this 
artist. America has become lazy. 

“We are in a technologically 
driven generation. The average 
American would rather take two min- 
utes on their smart phone and down- 
load a song before getting out of their 
car and walking into a store to pur- 
chase an album,” said Harmonie 
Charland, a student at Northern 
Essex Community College. 

Albums are losing credibility. 
This generation would rather listen to 
the album tracks randomly, than lis- 
tening to the entire cd in order, there- 
fore losing the whole point of an 
album. Album songs tell stories they 
are not just thrown randomly togeth- 
er in a list. This generation does not 
realize the more illegal downloading 
the faster the music industry is going 
to die down. The music industry is 
quickly losing its credibility. 

Waiting for the release of an 
album used to be a rush; it builds on 
to the hype to see what the artist has 
created for us. But when an albums 
leaks, way before its schedule release 
date it loses it momentum. Fans no 
longer have anything to look forward 
to, no surprises or anticipation. 

Digital downloads are taking a 
stab at the music industry. The music 
industry still makes a portion of digi- 
tal sales, but are losing out in album 
sales. According to the Wall Street 
Journal as years go by the decrease of 
album sales increases. Huge compa- 
nies like Warner Bros. went from los- 


ing 27.5 million in 2007 to 37 million 
in 2009, thanks to digital sales. Even 
though digital sales seem to making 
the most profit, they really aren't. 
Legal file sharing has to use a good 
amount of its profits to pay for the 
licensing of the record label therefore 
barely making any profit themselves. 
Some consumers believe 99 cents for 
a song is a bit too much, which tends 
to guide consumers into illegal 
downloading of music. 

People don't realize many file 
sharing programs are used to harm 
their computers as well. Many illegal 
file sharing programs have been shut 
down, but in the world that is today, 
illegal file sharing will always be 
readily available. There are millions 
of sites and programs that allow you 
to have complete access to music for 
free, record executives just don't have 
the power anymore to shut them all 
down. 

When the Internet was created, a 
doorway was opened to free access to 
many things. Many have come to the 
conclusion that albums have reached 
their expiration date, just like cas- 
settes did. In a couple decades it will 
all be file sharing driven. Movies and 
TV shows are also accessed on the 
web; does this also mean TV is next 
in line to reach its expiration date? 
Years from now would our children; 
children's even know what albums 
are? 
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Bee worthy of an “A” 


NECC performance 
receives audience 


acclaim 
By VALERIE KOZDRA 


Correspondent 


The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee, was a play that was 
held on the Haverhill NECC campus, 
by the students, that accumulated a 
large crowd. 

When going to see this play I had 
no expectations. First walking in, we 
had to have extra seats brought in 
because they had a full audience 
already. 

As the show started it was 
unclear as to if it would be a success 
or not, but it was easy to see after a 
few minutes that it would prove to be 
entertaining and provide some light- 
hearted laughter. 

"It was very entertaining, at first | 
thought it was going to be long and 
drawn out. But the cast did an amaz- 
ing job and kept me entertained the 
whole time," said student Tonya 
Allen. 

The cast was well prepared and 
performed as if it were for 
Broadway. It was clear that they put 
effort into this production and wanted 
to make it the best that they could 
with the supplies and time that they 
had been given. 

The actors never broke character 
and didn't seem to make any mis- 
takes. If they did it was unnoticeable 
- from the audiences' perspective. 

The only mishap that occurred 
during the performance was when 
one actor accidently fell out of his 
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seat, but even then he did not break 
character and recovered fast. 

His character was known for 
announcing everything and having a 
very obnoxious personality so when 
he slipped out of his seat he stood up 
and said "I fell!" as if it were his line. 

The actors were very good at 
maintaining their characters at all 
times. 

As Tonya Allen’ stated, "Every 
character had their own little theme 
going on, and combined together 
their themes made for a great per- 
formance." 

The humor is also worth men- 
tioning also because, for the most 
part, it was understandable and 
humorous for all ages. 

As Kevin Rollins claimed, "It 
was hilarious and not what I expect- 
ed!" 

The cast itself was made of all 
ages too, which made the perform- 
ance interesting. Seeing how people 
from all different age groups and 
with many differences between each 
other offset, put a production togeth- 
er and collaborated was entertaining. 
That sense of teamwork and putting 
the performance first made the play 
seem well constructed. 


"There was definitely a ton of 


effort put into this play" Tonya 
Allen. 

After speaking with Sam Allen, 
an actor in the production, it was easy 
to see that behind scenes was just as 
enjoyable as on the stage. 

His initial thought being that "It 
was unusual to me to have a musical 
about a spelling bee," had changed 
after reading through the script and 
meeting the rest of the cast. 

One thing that all of the charac- 


“Due Date” 
delivers 


A comedy worthy of 
an over-priced 


admissions ticket 


By HARMONIE JEAN- 
CHARLAND 
Correspondent 


Looking for a comedy that will 
have you laughing from start to fin- 
ish? I recommend “Due Date”. This 
film had a perfect blend of comedy, 
empathy and suspense that captured 
my attention throughout the film. The 
film was directed by Todd Philips 
and stared Robert Downey Jr. and 
Zack Galifianakis. The actors' chem- 
istry on screen was fantastic. 

Downey plays Peter Highman, an 
expectant first time father and busi- 
ness man from L.A. He comes across 
Ethan Tremblay, played by Zack 
Galifiankis, at the airport as he is try- 
ing to make it home in time for the 
birth of his child. Tremblay is an 
aspiring actor traveling to Hollywood 
with his dog Sonny and his deceased 
fathers ashes in a coffee can. 

From the time the two characters 
cross paths, Highman is plagued with 
a series of unfortunate events caused 
by Tremblay's extreme lack of com- 
mon sense and almost naive ways. 

Highman's day is off to a horrible 
start in the beginning of the film. 
Tremblay says to Highman, “My 


father had a saying when a day starts 
out like this it is all uphill from here”. 
Highman responds “Uphill? No it is 


all downhill from here.” The use of 


this metaphor really distinguishes the 
two characters vastly unique person- 
alities from the beginning of the film 
and stuck with me throughout. 

The film is rated R and the com- 
edy is intended for a mature audi- 
ence. Unlike other recent comedies, I 
found the humor to be in good taste 
and not offensive or over the top. 

I went to view the film on 
Tuesday evening and was surprised 
how crowded the theater was consid- 
ering it was not a weekend. The audi- 
ence was very diverse in its makeup. 
There were many people from differ- 
ent age groups and ethnicities, which 
I was not expecting. 

The overall acting in the film 
was an absolute pleasure to watch. 
The actors had a way of making you 
love their character one minute then 
completely hate them the next. The 
viewer was emotionally involved on 
many different levels throughout the 
entire film. 

I certainly recommend splurging 
on a 7$ movie ticket and going to see 
“Due Date” in the cinema. The film 
guarantees a fun night out and 
deserves to be seen on the big screen 
not on a hot bootleg DVD or free 
movie downloading web site. All in 
all when watching the film prepare to 
laugh hysterically and enjoy the night 
out. 


—_¢¢——_- 


The cast did an 
amazing job and 
kept me _  enter- 
tained the whole 
time”—Tonya Allen 


ters portrayed well were their 
"Confidence and energy," Sam Allen 
said. This made the audience more 
excited about the play, and made the 
performance all the more entertain- 
ing. 

After listening to everyone's 
reactions from the play it was obvi- 
ous that each person had something 
positive to say. 

"The actors themselves did a ter- 
rific job with each part," said Kevin 
Rollins. 

And the actors also gained from 
the experience. 

"I'm passionate about perform- 
ing, and this is definitely something 
I'm going to look back on very posi- 
tively," said Sam Allen. 

This performance helped reflect 
the abilities of the students at NECC 
and the opportunities given to them. I 
would definitely recommend for peo- 
ple to attend performances such as 
these. 

It was captivating, humorous, 
and an inexpensive activity that could 
be enjoyed by all ages. 


Bands new Style still 


features deep lyrics 


By JONNA DOUCETTE 
Correspondent 


My Chemical Romance, (MCR) 
fans rejoiced on Monday as the fabu- 
lous new CD “Danger Days: The 
True Lives of the Fabulous Killjoys” 
was finally released. For long time 
fans of MCR, this CD was a shock to 
the system, sounding more upbeat 
than any of their other CDs. For the 
first few songs on the CD like 
“Bulletproof Heart” and “Planetary 
(Go)” had me checking the album 
cover to make sure I had gotten the 
right one. 

Don't get me wrong the songs are 
pleasing to the ears just not what 
you'd be expecting from MCR. The 
somewhat creepy blood pumping 
music has turned more into loud 
party music. For true MCR fans, just 
stick through this initial sound and 
listen to the lyrics. Although the 
sound might have changed the same 
strange and enticing lyrics can still be 
found. The CD is supposed to be set 
in the year 2019 and gives off an 
almost optimistic view of what the 
future holds. 

For people expecting an encore to 
the “The Black Parade” CD, you are 
going to be sorely disappointed. As 


MCR’s new | 
sound 


with all great bands, their music has 
changed slightly with the new CD. If 
the band kept playing the same songs 
then the songs would have been a 
part of “The Black Parade” CD, not a 
new one. 

Guns, villains, and heroes seem 
to be abundant in this year, and the 
heroes are winning. To me this CD is 
almost like an attack on society 
pointing out all of the things that peo- 
ple seem to be obsessed with nowa- 
days. From the song “Planetary (Go)” 
comes the lyrics, “They sell presenta- 
ble, young and so ingestible, sterile 
and acceptable, safe-and I can't stand 
it.” Apparently sick of how obsessed 
people have become with outward 
appearances MCR seems to be taking 
a stand against it. 

The song “Bulletproof Heart” 
shows an optimistic view of going 
after what you want. To me it's all 
about escaping your dreary life and 
going for your dreams. “Run away, 
Like it was yesterday, and we could 
run away, if we could run away, run 
away from here.” Add these lyrics 
with an intense soul-soothing beat 
and you've got this song. 

For people who haven't yet 
decided if they want to buy this CD I 
strongly recommend that you do. 
With all of the catchy beats and 
intense lyrics this is surely going to 
be another of My Chemical 
Romance's best CDs. 


Movie fails to impress 


An all-star cast does 
not ensure a block- 
buster success 


By VALERIE KOZDRA 
Correspondent 


“Megamind” recently came to 
theaters and was not as enthralling as 
expected. 

With a cast including Will 
Ferrell, Jonah Hill, Brad Pitt, and 
Tina Fey, one would expect it to be 
full of laughs and good for all ages. 

In theory, it seemed like a good 
movie plot, but seeing it play out it 
could have been done better. 

The story line was too confus- 
ing for children under the age of 
six and not humorous enough to 
entertain people over the age of 
twelve. This age range is what 
makes the movie such a disap- 
pointment. 

I am nineteen years in age and 
was not entertained, and had 
gone with a group including a 
three year old who also was not 
entertained... 

In comparison to Toy Story 3, 
this movie held no competition. 
Toy Story 3 was a movie that was 
good for all ages. 

The whole hero versus villain 
idea seemed to be misleading 
because “Megamind” who was origi- 
nally a villain turns out to be the hero 
at the end of the movie. This confu- 
sion made younger children confused 
as to if “Megamind” was good or 
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“Megamind” is a new cartoon comedy out in now. 


bad, and the humor was fairly juve- 
nile. This made the movie. somewhat 
appealing to the younger audience, 
but made it even more difficult for 
the adult audience to enjoy the 
movie. 

“The main thing that keeps 
me interested in a movie geared 
towards children is the humor 
aspect of it. The humor is one 
thing that all ages should be able 
to relate to and enjoy,” said 
Tonya Allen, an NECC student. 

Most people agree that they 
attend cartoons because they are 
accompanying a child, or becduse 
they liked the prequels as children 
and want to see how the story has 
evolved. 

“Humor is key. It is essential for 
movies that are not in the action or 
sci-fi category. Most movies need a 
mix of humor and a good plot line in 


order to be successful,” said Zach 
Blinn. 

With such a big name cast it 
would be expected that this 
movie would be both funny and 
successful but this was not the 
case. In comparison to other 
movies that have come out this 
year, this one was definitely more 
disappointing then anything else. 

I had contemplated on if the 
reviews of this movie were true, 
which had stated that this movie was 
not a success, and | figured that with 
the cast it contained and the audience 
it was attempting to appeal to it could 
not have been as bad as the reviews 
explained it to be. 

But after seeing it I realize the 
critics were very honest in their 
responses. 


Arts & Entertainment _ 


SIMMONS COLLEGE BOSTON, 


The Walking 


Dead 


‘AMCS hit show 
‘comes to the end of 
its first season 


‘By Curis MCMULLEN 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


AMC's “The Walking Dead” 
wrapped up its first season this past 
Sunday with a big bang. The show 
has been a huge hit and has already 
‘been signed on for another season. 
This is popularity is well earned. 
“The Walking Dead” has everything 
anyone could want from a compelling 
character drama and more. That's 
right I said character drama. 

For those who have been living 
under a rock for the last week, “The 


Walking Dead” is a TV series that - 


addresses a very popular pop culture 
fantasy of this generation: “What if 
there were a zombie apocalypse?” 
The widely acclaimed TV show, 
directed by Frank Darabont, is based 
off a popular comic written by Robert 
Kirkman and illustrated by Tony 
Moore and Charlie Adlard. Instead of 
relying on big action scenes and the 
zombie gimmick, both the comic and 
the TV show realize that what are 
really interesting are the stories of the 
average American and how they face 
the unimaginable nightmarish reality. 
Using the constant threat and fear of 
zombies as a back drop and motiva- 
tor, “The Walking Dead” weaves a 
thrilling, deep, dark, and intense story 
following (primarily protagonist 
Deputy Rick Grimes, played by 
Andre Lincoln. 

What makes “The Walking 
_ such a compelling story is the 
| ism of the characters and how 
they each face, or don't face, the fact 

that the world as they know it is gone 
what seems like forever. Intense is 
bly the best way to describe the 
ience of watching the show. 
ere are many scenes that leave the 
er literally speechless. This is. 
not one of those shows that a group of 
friends will chat during. What is 
interesting is that a majority of these 
es don't even involve a single 
mbie. 

The show mainly follows the 

‘Story of Deputy Rick Grimes, a 
Sheriffs Deputy in Kings County, 
Georgia. While on duty, Grimes is 
shot and ends up being put into a 
coma. When Grimes wakes up about 
a month later he finds his medical 
equipment is off and manages to dis- 
connect himself and stumble out of 
his room. It is in the hallways he 
Starts to notice that something is 
Wrong. There are no nurses, no 
patients, it is in these hallways that he 
s his first Walker, humans who 
have died to a disease and woken 
back up with only the instinct to feed 
on living flesh. Grimes doesn't realize 
_ this at the time, as the Walkers are all 
trapped behind a door where only 
their hands and arms can reach out. 
When Rick exits the hospital he finds 
| stacks of dead bodies, an empty mili- 
| tary base, and no sign of human life. 
I don't think a single person 
could ever imagine waking up in this 
Nightmare, but Lincoln pulls it off 
well. The viewers move through the 
emotions with the character. First 
confusion, what is going on? Then 
delusion, this must be a dream. 
Terror, when he runs the reanimated 


Walker who was only guts from the 
waist down, crawling across the 
grass. Finally utter despair and hor- 
ror, when Grimes finally comes home 
to find his house empty and his wife 
and son gone. It is not until two sur- 
vivors, Morgan Jones and his son 
Duane, find Grimes that he has any 
clue as to what has happened while 
he was in a coma. Morgan fills 
Grimes in on the epidemic that has 
sent the entire world into chaos and 
tells Rick that the best chance he has 
on finding his family is to go to the 
Center of Disease and Control in 
Atlanta. There are a number of haunt- 
ing and memorable scenes while Rick 
stays with the Joneses and when they 
do part ways Rick carries a sense 
which the viewers will slowly watch 
get chipped away over the rest of the 
season. 

“The Walking Dead” does 
not pull any punches. It addresses the 
kinds of things that real people would 
most likely do in this dire situation. 
The cast is extremely strong and car- 
ries the heavy emotions and dark 
themes in a way which makes it real- 
istic enough to make it hard to watch 
sometimes. 

The score and directing of 
the show help set the eerie mood. 
Familiar sights such as cities or small 
towns bring discomfort as they are 
quiet, empty, and in many cases have 
bodies littering the ground as casual- 
ly as soda cans. The score helps play 
on the drama, knowing when to come 
in to set the mood or pump the adren- 
aline and knowing when to quiet to 
emphasize just how creepy and 
uncomforting the setting really would 
be in real life. The show starts this 
with the very first scene, keeping all 
sound minimal. You see Deputy 
Grimes walk amongst abandoned 
cars, hearing his footsteps and the 
flies which hover around rotting 
corpses, the wind blows wind chimes 
and as Grimes investigates the gas 
station. The scene ends with a gun- 
shot and sets the viewer on the edge 
of their seats, a place they will 
become very familiar with while 
watching the show. 

Fans of the comic book will 
find that the TV show has made deci- 
sions to make some changes to the 
story. The two are very different plat- 
forms when it comes to delivering a 
story and a complete translation from 
page to screen may not be the best. In 
a comic book it can be confusing to 
have too many characters as you 
would end up jumping from one char- 
acter to another too often to have any- 
thing develop well, this is not the 
case in television. In fact having too 
small of a cast in a television series 
can harm and restrict the story, which 
is bad if you are trying to put out an 
hour long episode every week that is 
compelling both on its own and as a 
series. Also by adding more charac- 
ters it allows the TV series to have 
meaningful deaths while maintaining 
a core cast of characters to follow. In 
the comic book though main charac- 
ters are not protected from death and 
some who made it to see the end of 
season one of the television show did 
not last that long in the comic. 

“The Walking Dead” is a must 
see. It will definitely give you some- 
thing to talk and think about. With 
compelling stories and strong charac- 
ters it will make you rethink any fan- 
tasies you may have about the zombie 


apocalypse. 
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Tis the season? 


Panelists come to an 
agreement on “The 
War on Christmas” 


By Hore M. Hunt 
Copy Editor 


A panel discussion was held 
between the Humanists, Skeptics, 
and Freethinkers (HSF) at NECC, 
and NECC's Christian Club, which 
consisted of the presentation of two 
topics, “The War on Christmas,” and 
“Who is Jesus to You.” 

This panel discussion took place 
Monday, Dec. 6 in E-155 from noon 
until 12:50 p.m. There were approxi- 
mately 20 people in attendance, con- 
sisting of both faculty and students. 

Students Ana Castillo, Lauren 
Swyner, and Elisabeth Beverage, rep- 
resented NECC's Christian Club. 
While Thomas Shamma, Ben Cohen, 
Mike Nutter represented HSF. A coin 
toss prior to the discussion deter- 
mined the particulars. 

Discussion moderator, Lathon 
Jones-Downing, jokingly assigned 
the Christian Club with “heads,” as it 
is the side of the coin that says “In 
God We Trust,” and assigned “tails” 
to HSF. “The War on Christmas” 
was the coin toss-winning topic and 
HSF were the first panelists to tackle 


Class of 2006, 2008, 2011 
North Providence, R.I. 
Criminal Justice 


the topic. 

“It's not to say we oppose the cel- 
ebration of religious holidays, and 
“The War on Christmas” is not to 
diminish the importance’ of 
Christmas to Christians, but to 
emphasize the fact that many people 
consider it a secularized holiday,” 
said Thomas Shamma, as_ he 
explained HSF's opinion -that 
Christmas is an all-inclusive holiday, 
not limited by one's religious beliefs, 
a sentiment shared by Lauren Swyner 
of NECC's Christian Club. 


—_¢¢-——_ 


Despite the audience’s 
obvious bias, the panel 
went well, allowing both 
sides the opportunity to 
express their views in a civil 
manner without judge- 


‘ment. 


“Christmas is a holiday for all,” 
said Swyner, who further explained 
her personal preference to celebrate 
Christmas as a Christian holiday. 

Swyner's fellow Chfistian Club 
panelists explained the origins of 
Christmas, as it was initially a pagan 


holiday, but all panelists from both 
the Christian Club and HSF agreed 
that Christmas was for everyone. 

The second topic of the discus- 
sion panel was “Who is Jesus to 
You,” which was first addressed by 
the Christian Club and then HSF. 
Lauren Swyner was the first panelist 
to weigh-in, using the lingo of an 
avid churchgoer to explain Jesus to 
the audience. 

Swyner's explanation of Jesus 
was a testimonial of how she has 
experienced his presence in her own 
life, whereas Elisabeth Beverage, 
also of NECC's Christian Club, 
explained that Jesus' “historicity is 
just as established of that of Julius 
Caesar,” a fact which was not ques- 
tioned by HSF, but the difference in 
both groups views surrounds the 
acceptance or rejection of Jesus' 
divinity, with HSF believing the lat- 
ter. 

After both sides discussed both 
of the topics, the floor was opened 
for questions. _ A majority of the 
audience gunning for the 
Christian Club, asking questions 
fueled by bitterness, such as: “ If God 
is so powerful why do bad things 
happen?” 

Despite the audience's obvious 
bias, the panel went well, allowing 
both sides the opportunity to express 
their views in a civil manner, without 
judgement 


was 
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Student of 
the month 


Radiology student 
wins the Nov. student 


of the month award 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Editor-In-Chief 


NECC has selected another stu- 
dent of the month. Kerri-Ann Covey, 
who is a first year student in the 
Radiologic Technology Program, has 


won the award for the month of 


November 2010. 

Carol Wallace and Pat Willett 
nominated her for this award. 

Also nominated were: Cheryl 
nominated by 
Coltin, Elizabeth Nolberto, nominat- 


Wilkinson, Bonita 
ed by Jennifer Jackson-Stevens, and 
Abraham Batista, 
Kristen Arnold. 
The winner of the award wins a 


nominated by 


check for $50 and gets a mention in 
one of NECC’s publications. 
Carol 


Radiologic Procedures | class and Pat 


Kerri is in Wallace’s 
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Willett’s Radiologic Exposure 1. 
She volunteered at a professional 
seminar for Radiographers that was 
on Sat. Oct. 23 on the Haverhill cam- 
pus. 
- Kern’s nomination letter written 
by Pat Willett and Carol Wallace-said: 
“Kerri was chosen the lead organ- 
izer for the Radiologic Technology 
Club. Kerri as organized her fellow 
students to work participate in work- 
ing at the [previous] bake sale on 
Nov. 10 to 
Radiologic Technology Week. 


celebrate National 
The 
money will be held by the club and 
used for registration fees for those 
students who want to attend the 
annual state conference for 
Radiologic Technologists held each 
spring. Kerri also worked with the 
other Radiologic Technology students 
to create a display-related to the pro- 
fession of Radiology Technology in 
the Lawrence Atrium 

“We believe the Kerri is an excel- 


lent candidate for this award.” 


WHAT WILL 
YOU DO? 


In December 2011, Cindy will 
graduate from RWU for the 

third time. Following in her 

sister Candy’s footsteps, Cindy 
began RWU 10 years after Candy 
graduated. Once she started, 

she couldn’t get enough. After 
graduating with her bachelor’s 

in Criminal Justice, Cindy went 
on for her master’s and is about 

to graduate from RWU Law a 
semester early. What’s next? Cindy 
is currently working at both a 
bankruptcy & family law firm and 
the RWU immigration law clinic. 
With her background, she plans 

to open her own practice. Cindy is 
about to become RWU’s first triple 
Hawk. What will you do? 


Wwww.rwu.edu 


University 


One Old Ferry Road ¢ Bristol, R.I. 02809 
(800)458-7144 * (401)254-3500 


admit@rwu.edu 
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marred despite 
| stellar performance 


By ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 
| Correspondent 


How can a man ever repair his 
image? Michael Vick has thrown for 
|| 2,243 yards and 15 touchdowns and 
|| mshed for 467 yards and six touch- 
|| downs so far in the 2010 NFL season. 

These numbers have put Vick in 
the talks for the 2010 
|) NFL MVP. 

Some people feel 
he does not deserve 
| this title or even to 
| still be in the NFL. 
Despite these incredi- 
‘ble numbers some 
people still view him 
jas his shattered for- 
| mer image. 

| In 2007 Vick was 
the quarterback for the Atlanta 
Falcons. Michael Vick was convict- 
ed and plead guilty to animal cruelty 
| laws. 

| __ Vick had partaken in a brutal dog 
fighting ring and even the murdering 
of some dogs. Very soon after Vick 
pleaded guilty in this case he was 
indefinitely suspended from the NFL 
and was sentenced for nearly two 
years in prison. 


Enforced fines are 
merely a slap on the 
By Kevin McDonaLp 
Correspondent 


The National Football League’s 
fining players for hits is not going to 
stop the hits and fights. These players 
/ need to be suspended so they get the 
clue that fighting and illegal hits will 
not be tolerated. 
In week six of the NFL season, 
| there were three vicious hits in the 


‘cussions for the players. James 
Harrison, of the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
/hit Cleveland Browns receiver 
Mohamed Massaquoi with his hel- 
met, which cost Harrison $75,000 in 
fines. 

: After week six, the NFL sent out 
}a video showing what a legal hit 
was, and listing hits to the head and 
leading with the helmet as illegal. 

On Dec. 1, Harrison was fined 
for the fourth time this season for 
another hit on Buffalo Bills quarter- 
back Ryan Fitzpatrick that drew a 
| roughing-the-passer penalty. The fine 
was for $25,000 and Harrison's total 

for the year is at $125,000. 

f Hines Ward, receiver for the 
| Pittsburgh Steelers, says the team 
not change its hitting style. 

"We're going to keep playing the 
Way we always have been playing,” 


| action, with all three leading to con- - 


At the time this seemed to be a 
sad ending to the career of a once 
‘must watch TV' superstars. 

Two years later in August of 
2009 Vick was given a second chance 
and signed a two year deal with the 
Philadelphia Eagles. 

Now in the 2010 season Vick is 
the starting quarterback for the 
Eagles and one of the top players in 
the NFL. His 2010 resume includes 
an incredible game vs. _ the 
Washington Redskins on Monday 
Night Football where Vick had 413 
total yards and passed for four touch- 
downs and ran for another two. 


ia Ota 
His off field history can not mask his 
play in the 2010 NFL season. Vick 
deserves a shot to become MVP with the 
way he has recently carried himself on 
.and off of the field. 


Since his dog fighting stint 
Michael Vick has made countless 
apologies as well as speeches at 
Philadelphia schools. Some fans still 
will not give Vick the benefit of the 
doubt for what he has done in his 
past. 
Former NECC student Ariel 
Bouvier said, “There is nothing more 
he can do that would personally 
change my opinion of him. It doesn't 


Ward said to 
SLcom. "If they 
fine us, they fine 
us. It's football. I 
don't care what 
type of rules you 
do, you can't pro- 
tect (against) the 
physicality o 
this game. It's 
always going to’ 
be a_ physical 
ballgame.” 

This is a bad 
way to think’ 
about the fines. 


being 
every week for 


the NFL. 
Former 
safety for the 
San Diego Chargers and New 
England Patriots Rodney Harrison 
commented on NBC's Football Night 
in America after the hits of week six. 
“You didn't get my attention by 
fining me five, ten, fifteen thousand 
dollars,” said Harrison. “You got my 
attention by suspending me a game.” 
This is how you get the attention 
of the league for hits. If you fine a 
guy $25,000 for a hit, and he makes 
$12 niillion a year, that's nothing. If 
he loses a game check due to a sus- 
pension, he changes how he tackles. 


matter how sorry he 
is he still did it.” 
Some peoplci™ 

still have to live inj 
their shattered for- 
mer images. It has 
been difficult for 
Vick to step away 
from the image o 
him as a criminal. 
Ariel Bouiver 
also stated, “I still 
think of him as an 
animal abuser.” 
Other fans have 
been enthused with 


a 


MCTCampus Photo 


Philadelphia Eagle’s player Michael Vick, poses for a photo after 


the character turn- 
around of Vick. Some fans are will- 
ing to give Vick the benefit of the 
doubt because he seems to be a 
changed man. 

NECC student Ryan Jennings 
said, “From a sports standpoint he is 
doing enough for his team, the Eagles 
are a completely different team with- 
out him.” 

He also said, “It is impossible not 


NFL fines are unimposing 


MCTCampus Photo 
illegal hits in Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker James 


Harrison hits Baltimore Ravens quarter- 
back Joe Flacco hard. 


If more players are suspended, 
the players will want to stop hitting 
players in the head. It's a matter of 
whether they want to lose a new car 
or a new house. 

The first person that I would sus- 
pend: James Harrison. Harrison 
repeatedly hits illegally, and he 
should be the first person to be sus- 
pended for an illegal hit. 


winning a game. 


to see he is really playing well.” 
Fans like Ryan are willing to believe 
in Vick and look to his future rather 
than what he has done in his past. 

Ryan Jennings also said, “He 
shouldn't be told he can't do some- 
thing because of his past.” 

Michael Vick has paid for what 
he has done. He spent his jail time 
and is doing everything he can to be 


good in the public eye again. 

Vick has said he wants to one 
day own a dog again so he can raise 
it the right way this time. 

His off field history can not mask 
his play in the 2010 NFL season. 
Vick deserves at a shot to become 
MVP with the way he has recently 
carried himself on and off of the 


field. 


NFL draft 
predictions 


New Englands 
potential drafting 


prospects 


By JIMMY PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


Though there’s still a lot of NFL 
season left to play for the New 
England Patriots it is never too early 
to talk about the future. 

The NFL draft occurs in April 
and the Patriots are always difficult 
to guess who they will go with or if 
they will draft at all. 

Though the Patriots are perenni- 
ally a great team they have a lot of 
positions to fill due to lack of depth 
or older players. 

These positions include back up 
quarterback, defensive secondary, 
offensive line, wide receiver, running 
back and pass rusher. They could fill 
all their positions because this year 
the Patriots have nine picks in six 
rounds including two first round 
picks ( theirs and the Raiders). 

In the first round the Pats should 
be focused on a running back or a 
pass rusher that can sack . We won't 
know where the Patriots will draft 
until the conclusion of the NFL sea- 
son, but seeing the number of teams 
that need other positions besides a 
running back, there should be a qual- 
ity runner where ever the Patriots 
land in the first round. 


Some names the Patriots could 
go after is 2009 Heisman trophy win- 
ner Mark Ingram from Alabama , 
Kendall Hunter from Oklahoma 
State, 2010 Heisman trophy hopeful 
Lamichael James from Oregon, 
Demarco Murray from Oklahoma, 
Jacquizz Rodgers from Oregon state, 
( Rodgers is a Junior and James is a 
Sophomore they might not be in the 
draft). 

The second round is where 
things usually gets interesting for the 
Patriots w a0 have 2 draft picks in the 
second round which probably means 
one will be expendable. 

In the second round the Patriots 
could draft a second round quarter- 
back. With the remaining picks the 
Pats could trade them for more picks 
in the future or they could fill needs 
in their offensive line, bacx up quar- 
terback position, defensive secondary 
or the defensive front line which is 
getting older. 

The Patriots know how to fill 
their roster through the draft. The last 
couple drafts the Patriots have filled 
their tight end positions and their 
linebacker. 

This year more positions should 
be filled for the future through the 
draft. Out of the nine draft picks no 
one knows how many the Patriots 
will actually use but they should use 
them all because the NFL season is a 
long one and it never hurts to have 
depth. . 


Qatar hos 


FIFA 2022 


FIFA officials deny 
US bid to host 2022's 
World Cup 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor. 


The United States suffered 
another loss on Thursday Dec. 2 
when they lost a bid to host the 
2022 World Cup after losing a bid 
to host the Olympics the same 
year. The bidding process that 
took place in Zurich, Switzerland 
awarded Qatar to host what is 
referred as, “The biggest sport in 
the world.” 

“I have to say thanks ‘to the 
Executive Committee of FIFA 
because for 2018 and 2022 we go 
to new lands,” said The FIFA 
President Joseph S. Blatter on the 
FIFA website. Russia will be host- 
ing the 2018 world cup. 

“The FIFA World Cup has 
never been in eastern Europe or 
the Middle East. So, I'm a happy 
president when we speak ef the 
development of football,” said 
Blatter congratulating the win- 
ners. 

According to fifa.com, USA 
was one of the five countries that 


expressed the interest to host the 
greatest game. Australia, Korea 
Republic, Japan,Qatar and the 
U.S. all presented their bids but 
Qatar emerged the winner and will 
host the game in 2022. 

Early October the USA lost the 
bid to host the Olympics in a 
process that had the USS. 
President very involved to bring 
the Olympics to Chicago Illinois. 
I think it was the wrong decision," 
President Obama, reported the 
official site of the U.S. league 
soccer, mlssoccer.com. 

Soccer has become a growing 
sport nowadays and has gained 
much popularity in the recent 
years. The chance to host the 
games would have made the game 
more popular as make public 
interest in soccer grow. 

The US was represented by the 
commissioner of Major League 
soccer,Don Garber, Morgan 
Freeman and Landon Donavan. 

Donovan scored the winning 
goal that helped America make it 
to the last 16 at the 2010 World 
Cup. Donovan said the 1994 
World Cup made him fall in love 
with the game that has become his 
livelihood with intent to convince 
the FIFA official to bring the 
game back to the U.S. 


Quarterback Vince 
Young reaches his 
boiling point 


By SHANE FOLEY 
Correspondent 


The recent NFL Sunday gave 
football fans more than one reason to 
not like Vince Young. Looking into 
the past of the Tennessee Titans quar- 
terback there is information that is 
available that may not justify his 
actions, but offer understanding as to 
why they were done. If you really 
look at the history, you can see what 
kind of person Vince Young is, and 
why his relationship with Titans 
coach Jeff Fisher was on the rocks 
years before last Sunday. 

The reasoning behind Vince 
Young's actions is to understand his 
dissapointments, starting with col- 
lege. In 2005 Vince Young wasn't 
under center for the Titans, but for 
the Texas Longhorns in college. He 
was about to play the biggest game 
of his life; the BCS Championship 
Game, a.k.a. the Rose Bowl in 
Pasadena, CA against the highly 
favored Trojans of USC. This game 
was peculiar as both teams had 
Heisman Trophy candidates; USC 
had Reggie Bush, and Texas had 
Vince Young. The voting ended 
before the game, and Reggie Bush 
was named the winner of the award, 
however the game itself was one by 
Texas, who relied heavily on Young's 
dynamic ability to throw the football 
and run with it. Most of the nation 
was bewildered that the Heisman 
winner didn't lead his team to victo- 
ry, and the truth is he actualy played 
a good garne. Nevertheless, Young 
was overlooked quite frequently; a 
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ts Past offers insight 


point accentuated when Reggie Bush 
was drafted a spot before him in the 
2006 NFL Draft. 

In 2008, Young unfortunately 
suffered an untimely injury, that 
landed him a seat on the bench for 
the season. His back-up, Kerry 
Collins, an old quarterback, 
filled-in for him by winning the 
team's first 10 games and having 
the NFL's best record. This same 
year, Young's therapist reported 
to team coach, Jeff Fisher, that 
Young had brought up suicide in 
one of his sessions. The reasons 
were never disclosed, but that's 
not the point. The point is that 
we are aware that we have a 
quarterback who is eager to start 
and is rather sensitive. 

In 2009, Kerry Collins started 
the first 6 games. He didn't win 
one of them. It took a 59-0 beat- 
down from the New England 
Patriots to put sense into their 
heads. This was not a coach’s 
decision, but rather a demand 
from the Titans owner, that 
Fisher start Young. What reser- 
vations Fisher had about Young 
nobody knows. We do know that 
their record was that season 
though: 8-8. Yes, Vince Young 
won 8 of their last 10 games and 
almost lead them to the playoffs. 
Speculation still continues as to 
what would have occured if 
Fisher gave Vince Young a 
chance sooner. Either way it is 
safe to assume that Young is not 
Fisher's favorite person. 

Fast forward to this season. 
Before it started, Vince Young was at 
a club, where someone had made a 
derogatory comment to Young. He 
reacted by chasing after him, but 
bystanders got a hold of both men. 
This incident perhaps made coach 
Jeff Fisher very concerned, as would 
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any coach. However, perhaps this 
could have been a warning sign. 
Perhaps it was a tip-off about how 
Vince Young had the potential to 
react badly. Obviously he's sensitive, 
and we know his coach had to be 
fought to get him to play. The plot 
thickens. 

Now we have last Sunday's 
events. Vince Young had a thumb 
injury. Serious, but not the end of the 
world. It would turn out to end his 
season, but that was determined after 
the game. According to Jeff Fisher, 
Young never told him he wanted to 
come back in the game. He however 
was throwing passes on the sideline, 
preparing to return to the field. 
Anyway, the word got out that Vince 
wasn't coming back in, and he 
snapped. He threw his shoulder pads 
with his uniform into the stands in 
anger. After the game, which they 
lost to the Washington Redskins, 
Vince Young had also reportedly 
cussed out Jeff Fisher and left early. 
He later apologized for his actions, 
but he texted his apology, refusing to 
meet with Fisher in person. 

Now taken at face value, that 
sounds pretty bad. | interviewed stu- 
dents, and most said that the did not #)) 
like Vince Young's actions. Honesty, § 
the purpose of this story is not to 
sway opinions. It's to provide context 
to the controversy; perspective to the 
current predicament. 

We have a sensitive quarterback, 
who may have had pre-existing § 
issues with his coach, who had a tem- 
porary. lapse of good judgement, 
lashing out inappropriately. 

Hopefully, Young and Fisher are 
able to work out their differences, 
possibly reconciling with one anoth- 
er. Still, elements of the equation 
don’t add up, and the issue at hand 
might be more severe than what is 
being acknowledged. 
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NECC ciub lends a helping hand 


how by Cian es ms 
Steve Brown talking with a group while they 
are enjoying their thanksgiving dinners. 


photo by Christina Schneider 
Student volunteers, Mike Romano, Katie 
Yameen, Yanyan Zhang, and Andrew Ryan. 


On Wednesday, Nov. 24, the 
Community Outreach Group 
went to the Lawrence Boys 
and Girls club and helped 
many other volunteers serve 
food for the boys and girls who 
are members of the club. 


All the volunteers work together to clean up Student volunteers Katie Yameen, 
the gymnasium where the food was served. Andrew Ryan, Yanyan Zhang, 


photo by Chris 


Chantelle Montgomery, and Lathon 
Jones-Downing. 
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photo by Christina Schneider 
Steve Brown stops to take a picture with the group of 
kids that he was serving dinner to. 


The members of the Community Outreach Group would like to 
thank everyone in the NECC community who committed their time 
to raising funds for the Emmaus house and everyone who donated 
food to the food drive for Emmaus House. Thank you and we wish 
you all the happiest of holidays! 


